Notes of the OCLC Members Council Global Librarianship Interest Group
Minutes of the meeting held May 24 & 24, 2004

Notes of the meeting of May 24, 2004
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Joint meeting with the Cataloging and Metadata Interest Group was called to order at 9:00 a.m. and introductions were made. The first topic of discussion was the Update on record loading issues discussed at the February 2004 meeting. Memo from Liz Bishoff and Glenn Patton was distributed and opened for questions.

The batchloading problem has been resolved and OCLC is working on the miscommunication problems with the libraries and networks to improve the process. It was reported that 620,000 records were loaded from international sources. That figure is more than 2 1/2 times greater than last fiscal year.

Next topic of discussion was the need to change the focus from MARC21 to other kinds of metadata.

Mike Teets discussed the new framework that will build threads through from harvested data to the end user view. The standards for this new framework are monitored internally and will be integrated into the existing structure. OCLC is no longer storing data in MARC, but instead using the Common Data Format. This allows various formats on the output side (Dublin Core, MARC, etc.). Its limitations are based on the content of the record and not the format or structure.

The joint meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m. The interest group will meet alone at 9:30 a.m. in Meeting Room #4. Shirley Leung called the meeting to order and the first topic of discussion was OCLC statistics data mining.

Phyllis Spies said that OCLC is designing more online web-based data mining. These would provide users with more user-friendly data that could be manipulated. Shirley asked what stats OCLC staff receive. Phyllis reported that OCLC staff receives a lot of data, but not much information. A new team was formed by Phyllis to look across services to produce product fact books, then collect the data and produce a trends analysis report. Most could be publicly shared. 

The next topic of discussion was OCLC’s relationship with PICA databases.

Phyllis stated that Z39.50 is the current connection for cataloging users to access PICA databases. George Needham stated that OCLC wants to be able to include the unique materials from PICA in WorldCat, but OCLC also wants PICA users to be able to search WorldCat so that it is a two-way link. Phyllis said that at this time, there is limited access to PICA via the Connexion platform, but the PICA platform is a way to create shared national union catalogs. However, at this point, what is loaded in the GCC (the actual name of what we refer to as "the PICA database") is essentially the records of Dutch libraries. A subset of German libraries participating in the PICA local system is also available. OCLC is trying to assess how to get all this data into a global interface. One approach is to load National Union Catalogs into WorldCat. With others that do not want to be loaded into WorldCat we need to look at strategies for these libraries. The Group Catalog view helps libraries look at their own catalog within WorldCat and not the entire view.   

Di Man said that access to the Dutch records would be very useful in South Africa, but since SABINET has not trained libraries on Connexion, they do not have access to these records yet. Di requested a written summary about the OCLC/PICA database and its contents. Rich Doyle also suggested making the PICA database available to end users through FirstSearch.  

Charlene Hurt asked about the status of a European Union Catalog. Phyllis said that the national libraries of Europe, spearheaded by the UK, received funding from the EU to build a virtual catalog. Theo Doreieijers stated that PICA has done some review of this project. Phyllis also added that the project is moving ahead in fits and starts. Most libraries are interested in keeping their own catalog and cooperating via ILL, but not a real integration.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. The interest group will meet again at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday at the Columbus Marriott Northwest Hotel.
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Shirley Leung called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and introductions were made. Susan Westberg gave a presentation on the OCLC/DLF digital registry. After the presentation, Shirley stated that there is quite a bit of digitization going on around the world. This is a topic that will be of continued interest to international libraries. Jeff Baskin asked how quality is being assessed. He stated if something were already digital, he would not spend the time and money to create another digital copy, but has concerns about what standards OCLC is using for the materials in the digital registry. Susan stated that the registry items have to meet specific standards and those standards could be listed in the bibliographic record, or a link would emanate from the record to the online standard.

The question was posed about how smaller libraries could meet these standards. The response is that Tom Clareson from OCLC is creating a presentation on how to prepare to digitize that addresses those issues. It will be available on Web Junction this fall. It was then asked if OCLC has any guidelines that make it mandatory to keep the records/links up-to-date. Susan responded that if you want to retain it as a registry record, the holding library would need to maintain their links. Discussion turned to the Record Creation Guidelines handout. Members want to see it published in the OCLC Newsletter or even as a handout at IFLA. Rich Doyle stated that the handout should be made available in multiple languages as soon as it is published.

The next topic of discussion was How GLIG may better integrate into/with other Interest Groups. George stated that the Executive Committee is going to take a look at how the interest groups are set up this summer and recommend any adjustments. The question was posed if it would be better to have people representing Global Interest “farmed out” to other groups since there does not seem to be a connection. The group was split on whether it was more beneficial to meet as a group or represent Global Librarianship in other meetings. Discussion was tabled due to time restrictions.

Global use of Questionpoint was mentioned as a possible topic to be addressed at the October 2004 meeting

Shirley then wanted to Identify Significant Issues, they were:

· The need to look at the algorithm for selection to get more international delegates

· A closer look at PICA and a summary describing its contents.
· Consider making the PICA database available to end users through FirstSearch.  

· Jay Jordan has promised by October to present a Global Strategy. GLIG should assist with that and have input

Adjournment. Shirley thanked everyone for his or her input and participation. The meeting ended at 9:30 a.m.

