Minutes of State Academic Libraries I Meeting

February 9, 2004

Chair:  

Joan Roca, MINITEX

OCLC Liaison:  
Rick Schwieterman

Recorder:   
Phil Schieber, OCLC

Present:  Diane Dates Casey, ILLINET; David Cohen, SOLINET; Pamela Drayson, MINITEX; Randy Dykhuis, MLC; Magda El-Sherbini, OHIONET;  Maggie Farrell, BCR;  Barbara Kriegel, MLC; Nancy London, OCLC; Diane Man, OCLC PICA; Alvaro Quijano, MEXICO; Joan Roca, MINITEX; Phil Schieber, OCLC; Rick Schwieterman, OCLC; Jay Starratt, ILLINET; Jerry Stephens, OCLC Board;  Pat Wilkinson, WILS; and Jennifer Younger, INCOLSA.

Question 1:  What can OCLC do to help libraries cope with limited budgets in the next two to three y ears?

The group identified the following priorities for OCLC:

· Develop cost-benefit analysis tools (starting with cataloging and interlibrary loan), including OCLC cost-calculators that will help libraries in considering alternatives

· Keep to minimum price increases in the immediate future

· Showcase success stories—case studies, creative use of OCLC products and services

Question 2:  What can Members Council do to become more global and to ensure that its international delegate is engaged and utilized to the fullest?

The group identified the following priorities for Members Council:

· Develop a more inclusive/proactive mentoring program for new members, especially for international members

· Delegates could give presentations on library traditions, histories and culture around the world

· Add a global component to each interest group, instead of having a separate global interest group

Review of SLT response to significant issues raised by the group

In October, the group had asked OCLC to consider changing the name OCLC to “Online Cooperative Library Center.”  Cathy De Rosa, Vice President, Corporate Marketing, replied, noting that the suggestion was a good one, but that corporate name changes were expensive  and that there were alternatives at this point. The group agreed with her response, noting that perhaps OCLC should wait until better economic times to reconsider changing the name.

Reactions to the OCLC E-Learning Task Force report:  “Libraries and the Enhancement of E-Learning.”

The group suggested that OCLC develop a presence at e-learning conferences and start participating in EDUCAUSE.

-end-

