Minutes of State Academic Libraries I

October 27, 2003

Present:  Diane Dates Casey, Tam Dalrymple (OCLC), Maggie Farrell, Betsy Hine, Barbara Kriegel, Diane Man,

 Alvaro Quijano (Vice Chair),  Joan Roca (Chair) , Phil Schieber (OCLC), Jay Starrat, Rick Schwieterman (OCLC),

Jerry Stephens (OCLC Board), Pat Wilkinson

Discussion Item 1:  Whether Members Council should establish a seat on the Executive Committee for an international (non-U.S.) delegate.


Not a straightforward issue.  This seat should not be viewed as tokenism, affirmative action.  The seat should be supported because of globalization issues.  However,  there may not be enough international delegates, and re-election of delegates is uncertain.  (Man)


International representation was useful on the Members Council Executive Committee when he served on it.  It would not be viewed as tokenism.  Bylaws would have to be changed.  (Stephens)


Perhaps make the international seat ex officio, thereby obviating a change to the bylaws.  (Starratt)


The group agreed that it is a good idea to have an international delegate sit on the Executive Committee and supported the creation of an international seat.  

Discussion Item 2:  Challenges/opportunities and ideas for new products/services


E-learning is an area where the library views itself as an accessory.  Libraries need to participate more directly with course management software.   There should be library links in course management and e-learning software.  (Roca)


OCLC might develop a mechanism for online tutorials for FirstSearch and other databases; a template for searching in a particular course.  Compatible with BlackBoard and WebCT.  (Casey) (Hine) (Wilkinson)


netLibrary should pursue more textbook offerings and work with the campus bookstore.  (Farrell)


Workflow consulting (Starratt)


Comprehensive content strategy (Schwieterman)


Blended training courses on, for example, FRBR (Man)


Outsource authority work with cataloging, with a link to Google (Kriegel)


Metadata harvesting from non-CONTENTdm collections; search across FirstSearch databases by subject area (Wilkinson)


Authorities, scoping, rights management, full-text content links.  (Stephens)


Share best practices in community space on new OCLC Web site; scoping; Spanish language view of WorldCat; authority records (Dalrymple)


OCLC should push information about FirstSearch and other renewals to user sites. “Click here to renew.”  Compute pricing online.  Possibly include network fees.  (Stephens)


Authority records in Spanish and other languages.   Expansion of Virtual International Authorities File project to other languages.  (Alvaro)  (Man)


OCLC should negotiate a national contract with Elsevier.  OCLC is clear platform of choice.  (Farrell)


Develop service that is continuous (doesn’t stop and start) and transparent.  Museums don’t want nine different products and piecemeal solutions.  (Stephens)


Not clear what OCLC is doing in the repository space and why.  Why is OCLC building OAICat software? (Man)


Re digital collections and repositories, faculty members may want to set limits on availability of course materials.  (Wilkinson)


How does the next generation of Z39.50 relate to CONTENTdm and OAI?  (Farrell)

Discussion Item 3:  Significant Issues


How do products differ and relate to each other.  For example, preservation services and e-collections.  Perhaps develop a cheat sheet for delegates on OCLC products and services.  (Farrell)


In South Africa, we bought SiteSearch and DRSS, and now OCLC is dropping these services.  OCLC needs to develop and carry products to fruition.   (Mann)


Will medium and small libraries get into digitization in a meaningful way?  Probably not, unless cooperation is involved.  (Wilkinson)


There should be poster sessions on countries and regions, presented by delegates.  (Farrell)


The name the OCLC President’s Luncheon should be changed to OCLC Annual Membership Meeting.  (Stephens)


Members Council should have a presence at the OCLC booth at major conferences.  (Starratt)

