Notes: Large Libraries I

Topic 1:  Questions related to challenges and opportunities.

1. E-journals.  There was a broadly recognition of the need for a depository for open access e-journals.  This would require developing the infrastructure and would be based on the ‘shared model’.  This should be based on the input financed (author pays) model. The potential of the large libraries (ARLs) collectively negotiating with publishers to have articles published was decussed.

2. Building e-collections from legacy collections.  There is a need to make legacy (print) collections available electronically.  This would include both the conversion to electronic form and the providing access to the resulting documents.

3. Enrichment of existing bibliographic data.  Enriching existing data could include authority control and/or focus analytics and could be done in partnership with others.

4. Institutional repositories.  Specialized repositories such as those for theses or institutional documents were discussed.  It was recognized that repositories involve complex long-term responsibilities. 

5. Impact factors.  An independent measure of impact factors is needed.  

6. Indexing and access to public domain literature.  This literature includes both older out-of-copyright publications and government publications.

7. Management of Metadata for learning objects.  There is a trend from print to electronic formats.  Learning objects often are scholarly e-books.  netLibrary could replace university presses.  There is a need for authoring tools to support the creation of digital learning objects.

Topic 2:  Proposed addition of an international delegate slot to the Executive Committee.


The group recognized the unique contributions that the international delegates make and the importance of having international representation and a strong international voice.  However, the general conclusion was that delegate positions should be ‘earned’ rather than given as a ‘set aside’.  It was felt that international representation would develop naturally.

Topic 3:  Institutional depositories

Lorcan Dempsey made a brief presentation reviewing institutional depositories and the related research being done at OCLC.  After considerable discussion, it was agreed that OCLC must be a player in this area and suggested that OCLC should:

1. Analyze and experiment with different approaches to institutional depositories,

2. Provide a sense of direction and help in defining the issues,

3. Examine depositories for scholarly and instructional materials,

4. Study the procedures and technologies necessary to ensure permanent available.

