The OCLC OpenURL Gateway

September 2007 (revised)
The OpenURL Gateway allows any referrer to send an OpenURL to the gateway, and if there is an OpenURL resolver registry entry with an IP address that matches the user’s IP address, the user’s browser will be redirected to that resolver. The location of the gateway is:

http://worldcatlibraries.org/registry/gateway
In the case where there is only one entry that matches the user’s IP address the resolver will display within an OCLC frame.

For example, the following hybrid OpenURL (both OpenURL 0.1 and Z39.88-2004):

http://worldcatlibraries.org/registry/gateway/?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&rfr_id=info:sid/oclc.org:registry&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:book&rft.genre=book&rft.isbn=1578518520&sid=oclc.org:registry&genre=book&isbn=1578518520
resolves directly to the resolver page because there is only one resolver in the registry matching the user’s IP address in this case.
	[image: image1.png]





In cases where there is more than one resolver in the registry associated with the user’s IP address, all resolver links will be displayed within an OCLC frame.  This display will show metadata associated with the OpenURL, such as title, author and identifier.  The user can then choose a link for further display.
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If there are no resolvers for the matching IP the gateway will try to retrieve records from Open WorldCat based on matching ISBN, ISSN, or journal title.   Here is an example OpenURL and results matching that case.
http://worldcatlibraries.org/registry/gateway/?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&rfr_id=info:sid/oclc.org:registry&rft_val_fmt=info:ofi/fmt:kev:mtx:journal&rft.genre=journal&rft.issn= 0036-8733&sid=oclc.org:registry&genre=journal&issn= 0036-8733
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