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An appropriate focus
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Specialist, 
infrastructural

Jokes 

Generally
interesting
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LC Working Group on 
the Future of 
Bibliographic Control

Ariadne, July 1997

Bibliographic 
apparatus
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Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control 
(cont’)
• Key findings:

• Locus and focus of effort are 
too print-centered

• Too little effort on unique 
materials

• Significant barriers to 
efficiency in production of 
metadata exist

• RDA may not work
• Web 2.0 requires changes to 

tools, products, patterns of 
disclosure of

• Bibliographic data
• Authority data
• Classification and 

terminology
• Workforce and professional 

education are not evolving 
swiftly enough

• Major recommendations:
• Increase the efficiency of 

bibliographic production
• Transfer effort into higher-

value activity (e.g., rare 
materials).

• Position our technology for 
the future

• Position our community for 
the future

• Strengthen the library 
profession

Diane Hillman: see refs
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OCLC
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Selected OCLC Product/Service
activities related to findings & recommendations

• Upstream metadata capture
• OCLC Next Generation Cataloging

• WorldCat strategies
• Philosophical:

• Moving libraries and library operations to the network to create
local economies, system wide efficiencies, and global impact for
OCLC members and customers

• Technical infrastructure:
• WorldCat synchronization technology  (SRU Update)
• OCLC Data Load Enhancement (DLE)
• OCLC Crosswalk Service

• Expanding range of data
• Information architecture

• GLIMIR - Global Library Manifestation Identifier
• terminologies; subjects
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Map of National Libraries in WorldCat

http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/catalog/national/worldmap/

http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/catalog/national/worldmap/
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European National Libraries in WorldCat

Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Iceland
Ireland
Lithuania
Netherlands
Russian 
Federation
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
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OCLC Data Load Enhancement (DLE)

A multi-year investment in modernizing OCLC 
batchloading capacity

• Objective: Higher throughput, shorter turnaround time
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OCLC Next Generation Cataloging

• New production service:
• ONIX records from publishers and vendors will be converted to 

OCLC MARC and added to WorldCat
• ONIX records matching existing WorldCat records will be matched 

and enriched data added to WorldCat record
• ONIX records matching WorldCat records for other editions of 

same work will be enriched from WorldCat records

• OCLC will reissue enriched versions of the original ONIX records
and provide to publishers and vendors for their use

http://www.oclc.org/partnerships/material/nexgen/nextgencataloging.htm

http://www.oclc.org/partnerships/material/nexgen/nextgencataloging.htm
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Range of data ….

• A&I data
• Archive Grid
• Digital Content Gateway

• ContentDm
• OAI
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1. Knowledge structures
• Demonstrate the value of investment in structured data into 

rich environments
• User environments
• Machine environments

• Technical infrastructure for managing/using 
terminologies/authorities in a webby world

• Recognise cross-domain interests (libraries, archives, museums, 
….)

2. Metadata workflows
• Unique manaterials
• Metadata tools

Programs/research
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VIAF (Virtual International Authority File)

• Primary objectives:
1. Identify the same person or organization in                     multiple 

national authority files

2. Link the corresponding authority records

• Value:
• Potentially lowers the cost of authority work

• Multiple authorized forms may co-exist

• Better data-mining (including FRBR) and searching

• VIAF will made available on the Web for wide                    use 
by libraries, search engines, others
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VIAF (cont’)

How VIAF works:
1. National libraries supply OCLC with national bibliographic files and 

authority files
2. OCLC-developed software:

• Identifies key relationships (e.g., author name to works, to co-
authors, to subjects)

• Matches same author with different names
• Distinguishes same name but different authors

3. Links between matched authority records are generated and 
stored
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Network Controlled Vocabularies

Requirements:
• Expressive data structures
• Vocabularies encoded for the Web
• Metadata for services & vocabularies
• Search and retrieval mechanisms
• URI accessible content
• Open protocols and standards
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OCLC Terminology Services beta

Employs library and Web standards 
to make the metadata for controlled 
vocabularies & the terms and 
relationships in controlled 
vocabularies available as Web 
resources
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Content Applications

Query Expansion

Searching 
Heterogeneous 

Collections

Metadata Creation

fast

gsafd

lcsh

mesh

lctgm & 
gmgpc

Vocabularies Web Services

Terminology Services Architecture

http://fedora-dev.dlib.indiana.edu:8080/search/index.jsp
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Terminology Services development site
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Terminologies, authorities
Infrastructure
Service opportunities
Future of name authorities?
Sturctured subjects and the web?

Identities
Example: making data work harder
Ready for use 
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Learn more

Terminology Services beta
• http://tspilot.oclc.org/resources/
• http://tspilot.oclc.org (machine interface)

Project page
• http://www.oclc.org/research/projects/termservices/

http://tspilot.oclc.org/resources/
http://tspilot.oclc.org/
http://www.oclc.org/research/projects/termservices/
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Further reading (Future of Bibliographic Control WG)

• Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control web site: 
<http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/>

• Final report and related materials: 
<http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/news/>

Selected reactions and commentary:
• Lorcan Dempsey's weblog: WG-related postings 

http://orweblog.oclc.org/mt/mt-
search.cgi?IncludeBlogs=1&search=Future+of+bibliographic+control

• OCLC’s official response to the WG report 
<http://staff.oclc.org/~levan/LC%20WG%20Report%20Comments%2
0OCLC%2020071214.pdf>

• "After the Report: Reactions to “On The Record” Report of the LC 
WG on the Future of Bibliographic Control" presentation by Diane
Hillman [Director of Metadata Initiatives Information Institute of 
Syracuse] - at AALL 2008 (Portland, OR) 
<http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/bitstream/1813/11115/1/L
C%20WG%20BibFuture_response.pdf>

http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/%3e
http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/news
http://orweblog.oclc.org/mt/mt-search.cgi?IncludeBlogs=1&search=Future+of+bibliographic+control
http://orweblog.oclc.org/mt/mt-search.cgi?IncludeBlogs=1&search=Future+of+bibliographic+control
http://staff.oclc.org/~levan/LC WG Report Comments OCLC 20071214.pdf
http://staff.oclc.org/~levan/LC WG Report Comments OCLC 20071214.pdf
http://staff.oclc.org/~levan/LC WG Report Comments OCLC 20071214.pdf
http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/bitstream/1813/11115/1/LC WG BibFuture_response.pdf
http://ecommons.library.cornell.edu/bitstream/1813/11115/1/LC WG BibFuture_response.pdf
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