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The V&A

= The UK’s national museum of art and design
= 2.7 million objects

= 4 main sites:
— V&A at South Kensington
— Museum of Childhood at Bethnal Green
— Blythe House, Olympia
— V&A website

= Curatorial departments:
— Asia
— Furniture, Textiles & Fashion

— Sculpture, Metalwork, Ceramics & Glass
— Theatre
— Word & Image



V&A Collections 1

Search the Collections Architecture

Search for over 20,000 works
and over 26,000 images from
the VE&'s collections, including
ceramics, fashion, furniture,
glass, metalwaork:, paintings,
photographs, prints, sculpture,

British Galleries

=

and textiles. 5 i
Includes architectural Ohjects from East Asia, South The most comprehensive
drawings, photographs, whole and South-East Asia, and the collection of British design and
rooms and parts of buildings. Middle East. art from 1500 to 1900,

« More on Search the

Collections = More on Architecture = More on Asia = More on British Galleries

Ceramics Childhood Fashion & Jewellery
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From ancient Egyptian Dalls® houses, dolls, toys, Exhibitions, events and Fashionable dress, jewellery

artefacts to contemporary games, fashion and maore from displays ofthe hest of today's and accessories from the 17th

studio pottery and ceramics. the 16th century to the art, design and visual culture. century to the present day.
contempaorary.

= More an Fashion, Jewellery &



V&A Collections 2

History, Periods & Styles Metalwork

Cwver 14,000 pieces from Explore the 4000-year history The V&As collections cross a Silver, ironwark, arms, armaour,

Britain, Europe and America, of glass, from the Middle East, multitude of periods and enamels, brasswark, pewter
from the Middle Ages to the Europe and the Western world. design styles. and medieval metalwaork.
present day.

= More on Histary, Periods &
= More an Furniture = More an Glass Styles = More an Metalwark

Photography
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Sculpture
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Watercolours, pastels, portrait The Photography collection Everything from comics and Explore the world's most

miniatures, oil paintings, began in 1852 and now holds children’s literature to the ar, comprehensive holding of

illustrations, posters, cartoons. over 500,000 images. craft and design of the book. post-classical European
sculpture.

= More on Paintings &
Crawings = More an Photography = More an Prints & Books = More an Sculpture



The Word & Image Department

= National Art Library

= Prints, Drawings, Paintings and Photographs Collections
= Archive of Art & Design

=  V&A Archive

= 2 million+ objects

= 3 study rooms
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National Art Library
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Artists’ books in the National Art Library




20t Century Gallery, in the Library
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Prints and Drawings Study Room




Prints, Drawings, Paintings and Photographs




Word & Image Departmental Structure

= Access

— Onsite
— Online

= Central Services
— Library cataloguing
— Museum documentation
— Digitisation
— Exhibition loans, conservation, photography, storage etc

= Collections

— Prints

— Designs

— Paintings

— Photographs

— The Book 12



V&A Documentation Systems
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Sort by : Publication date v
Search Results eX = J )
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202 titles matched: Patric Prince Archive. Limit by: Select
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V&A Digital Asset Management System

AssetIndex + - Microsoft Internet Explorer = x|
File Edit VWiew Favorites Tools Help | a'
@ Back = O - B @ /b |)_‘_j Search *Favorites @" Lg' ’l_\f ¥ LJ @
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- Advanced Search
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Search the Collections (lightbox view)

Search the Colle i1 and Albert Museum - Microsoft Internet Explorer

Fle Edit ‘Wew Favorites Tools  Help

@Back - o - B @ \:b|psaarch *Favoritas @‘ Bv *\?\g = I_rJ @
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B You are here: Home = Collections » Search the Collections

wnarson smemar  seancr: N EE1
Home YourVisit Exhibitions [Collections| Research & Conservation  Activities & Events  Shop Online
LOOKAT OTHER SECTIONS ] Youare natloggedin
[Please select. . =1 Search the Collections
= 98 Search result(s) found
Page 3af7 Pages 1234867 irst Previous Mext Last

1l 0

Al fields:

Click thumbnail image for larger version

= Advanced search ==
= Help with Searching

ORDER

= Wiew Order
= Clear Order
= Help with Qrder

LOGIN

Email Address

FPagsword

* Register

= Forgotten Password

* Help with Registration or
Login

= Standard Weh Images
= High Resolution Images
= Commercial Usage

About Us | Contact Us | Resources | FuturePlan | Mational &rt Library | Links

=
@ ,_,_,—,—rlmmet—Jl

Wit purple

tfstartl d @ @ @Assatlndm ”@ Searcht... I&:{MUSIMS(...' @NDVeIIGr... e F1Y M\crosnftml @\-‘&Alntra‘..l icelandno‘..l gEditDr-Pm I f @| 2 y| @
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Search the Collections

http://www.vam.ac.uk

= Available through the V&A’s website

= Provides image and descriptions for ca. 50,000
objects and 70,000 images

= A small subset of the information held in the
Collections Information System

= |mages can be downloaded and used for publication

= Some terms and conditions

16



The William Morris question




Core Systems Integration Project aims

= To provide better access across and between the Museum’s
various information systems

= To make the records available to those that need them
= To reduce the need for one-off programming
= To exploit established and/or emerging standards

= To complement rather than replace the separate systems

u ,1 f.Js' "g"ﬂ’
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Core Systems Architecture

C3IP Architecture as delivered

| |galleryservices imagesinnal
r CSIPClient
| tomcat
csip script
soapiexe
csipab € 3 | bridge module  |——
harvester
- MAL CIs Imagesery
S B e Horizon | | Scarlet CGl
_ z5erver ZServer scarlet
hixserv
apache
Key
@ Archive database Soap S
Archive roll in z39.50

CAl Harvest ————
@ Archive xml files
File over http = -




Beyond the Silos of the LAMS




Why participate?

An opportunity to:

= engage with colleagues in other organisations

= engage with colleagues in other parts of the V&A

= develop collaborative projects

= achieve buy-in from V&A senior management



Attendees

Word & Image

— Library

— Archives

— Prints, drawings and paintings

Other Collections Departments
= Online Museum (V&A website)
= Collections Documentation

= Learning and Interpretation



Collaborative projects chosen

= Large-scale digitisation

— - The Ground Floor Project

= |nnovation on the Web

— - V&A website developments

23



The Ground Floor Project

[IEMUSIMS (3.2} : live {scarlet) - [Image Grid]
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Ground Floor Photography




Word & Image Department’s “Factory” Project

= Had just started, in December 2007

= Systematic digitisation and documentation of prints,
drawings, paintings and photographs

= Builds upon earlier documentation projects

= Using medium-format cameras with digital back

*= |mages stored in Digital Asset Management System
= 22,000 images created so far

= Also keying-in texts of V&A publications & catalogues

= 40,000 catalogue records created in 2008/9 2



The Factory Project
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LAM outcomes

= Enhancements to “Search the collections”

= Extensive discussions about new V&A website

= Greater focus on cataloguing

= Collections digitisation working party established
= New digitisation projects under way

= EXisting projects expanded

= Greater involvement in strategic decision-making
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Search the Collections (future plans)

= Due to be expanded to include museum catalogue
records that do not have images

= Will also have data derived from inventory records if
no catalogue record exists

= New proposals for cross-searching library, archive
and museum data

29



Advanced search

Help with searching
Basic Search
Advanced Search

Search Tips

Understanding Search Resulis
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Copyright

Contact Us
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Contact Us
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Dish - Victoria & Albert Museum Collection - Opera

File Edit WView Bookmarks Widgets Feeds Tools Help

“« & & » ﬁj P ;6,;?'http.—ﬂl?z.ls.zza.1a?fthirafwebfmainmetailfidfcnlzlsalfimgfl

M You are here: Home = Collections
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Home YourVisit Exhibitions JCollEEBioNSS Research & Conservation  Activities & Events  Education SupportUs Shop Online
You are not logged in - Log in - View basket

Dish

Tags

Porcelain | Containers | Meifi period | nagova | nagova cloisonne
company | business_finance | henry louis florence | toshima |
iapan |

Description

The shape, decoration and colouring of this copper dish closely copy
Japanese Nabeshima-style porcelain of the period 1700-1800. The
cloisonné decoration consists of fields' ('cleisons') of silver wire filled
with coloured enamel on a pure white enamel ground. The rims and foot-
ring are of plain burnished copper. The decoration of geometric patterns
with key-fret and stylised waves together with scrolling

‘karakusa' (Chinese grass) foliage are all metifs found on Mabeshima-
ware.This type of work is typical of the cleisonné enamels being
preduced in and around Nagoya in 1880-1900.

In 1871 the Nagoya Cloisonné Company (Nagoya Shippo Kaisha) was
established at the village of Toshima, just outside Magoya. So many
cloisonneé-manufacturing companies sprang up in and around Toshima
that the area became known as Shippo-mura ('cloisonné village') or
Shippe-cho ['cloisenne town'). It rapidly became Japan's main centre of

clnispnne pruductinn._At their peak the cIoisunné_manL_lfacturers of H-Order R

Toshima were producing 70 % of all Japanese cloiscnne enamels.

Date Click thumbnail for larger version
1850-1910

Places map
» J]apan

‘Yamanashi
- Bref. J-w_ f
RUL “Kanagawa

Pre!

Dimensions
Diameter: 21.6cm

Artist

Unknown

Materials & Techigues

Copper body, cloisonné enamel decoration
Credit

Begueathed by Henry Louis Florence
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The Collaboration Catalysts

Collaboration Vision
Stones for Mandate
Stepping Incentives
Collaboration Change Agents
Stones for Mooring
Stepping Resources
Collaboration Flexibility
Stones for External Catalysts
Stepping Trust



Conclusions

= Participation was highly beneficial to the Department,
and to the Museum

= Qutside facilitators helped open up areas for
discussion

= Some initiatives were already under way, but were
given additional impetus

= Others were conceived during the discussions, and
are in progress or are being evaluated

= The project provides the basis for future
collaborations within and outside the Museum .
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