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WorldCat is a community-built database with more than 507 million items and 3 

billion holdings—and growing all the time! It represents the collections of 

thousands of libraries globally and is unlike any other database in the world.



Users love the power of WorldCat

Research 

social issues

Find digital materialsSTEM



FirstSearch/

WorldCat 

Discovery

Subscription

Visibility
Reach people on search engines and non-library 

websites where they begin their research

FirstSearch
Mine the riches of WorldCat for reference, ILL, 

collection development and more with precision

WorldCat Discovery
Simultaneously search all formats in your library 

and thousands of library collections worldwide



Bring web users to your library

10 Million+
visits to library websites 

from WorldCat.org

70 Million
visits to WorldCat.org 

Holdings

Partners

WorldCat.Org

Libraries















Visibility of your library’s holdings

FirstSearch/WorldCat 

Discovery 

subscription

Public-facing WorldCat.org
Staff-facing WorldCat search in 

OCLC Cataloging and ILL services

With a subscription
Your library’s holdings are visible to 

any user on the open web.

• Search all records in WorldCat 

• View all WorldCat holdings

Without a subscription

Your library’s holdings are not visible 

to any user on the open web.

• Search all records in WorldCat

• View holdings of only libraries 

with a subscription



The most powerful lens on WorldCat

Precision searching

• Make it easy for all users to 

drive the search process to get 

exactly what they need.

• Includes shared print 

commitment information
NEW



Shared print information in FirstSearch



Used in every area of your library

• Reference

• Interlibrary Loan

• Collection Management

• Cataloging

• Library users



Comprehensive single search

Designed with the patron in mind

• Single search box

• Device-adaptive interface

• Intuitive user experience

• Entire WorldCat database

• 3,100+ e-content collections

• 80+ million open access items

• 44+ million e-book records



Open Content Providers at OCLC



Search innovation
• Expand searches with related terms from authority files

• Filter to open access content; verify links via Unpaywall

Intuitive user experience
• Preview access to modernized interface

• Display best print and electronic access options in search results

Configuration
• Configure edition grouping in search results

• Customize filters to create a unique experience for your users

Recent WorldCat Discovery enhancements 









FirstSearch/WorldCat Discovery 

subscription

• Tenn-Share Libraries have access to:

– First Search – precision searching for staff

– WorldCat Discovery – single search of your collection

– Visibility – maximizes reach of your library



Support

Support for new & experienced users

• Instructor-led and recorded training 

classes

• Tutorials

• Extensive documentation

• Community Center for online user 

collaboration and updates

• Global OCLC Support via email or 

phone

• Included in subscription at               

no additional charge





Thank you!


