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Research Collections and ILL

• Significant growth of print and digital resources 
from around the world

• Increased access to collections at local, regional, 
national, and international levels

• Impact of global publishing trends and 
collection development

• Role of remote storage facilities on ILL and 
research services



Research Services & Resource 
Sharing

• The overabundance of print and online vernacular 
language resources, instead of diminishing the role of 
research support services, has increased the need for such 
services to assist scholarly communities



Working Together: Collaborative 
Model in Numbers

• Multidisciplinary reference team directly embedding into 
ILL workflow



Foreign Language Materials: 
Challenges & Opportunities

• Great diversity in publishing histories and output
• Disparity in national information structures and research 

tools
• Retrieval systems in transition
• Hidden collections
• Availability of ordering platforms



What we do

• Verify citations
• Complete incomplete citations
• Locate in our collection if possible
• Find holding locations if we do not have it



Common issues we resolve

• Transliteration problems
• Common titles (izvestiia, pravda, vestnik, 

etc.)
• Series mislabeling
• One bad citation being repeated



Verifying Citations

• Using reference sources
• Depending on the citation, we often use physical 

reference sources and bibliographies
• Sometimes the only way to verify a citation is by looking 

at the item directly



Locating in our collection

• If we have it, we can locate the exact item or portion of 
item needed

• If it is our ILL department, pass it on to them; if it is 
another institution, we can let them know exactly what to 
request



Find holding locations
• Can be difficult due to the complicated nature of foreign language 

requests
• Often the only institutions that have an item are in the region of 

publication, which may or may not be connected to a WorldCat
record for an item

Examples of tools we use (full-text)
• Half a Century of Soviet Serials 1917-1968. A Bibliography and Union List of Serials

(with holdings information). Published in the USSR -
https://www.loc.gov/rr/european/bibs/smits.html

• Newspapers of East Central and Southeastern Europe in the Library of Congress -
https://www.loc.gov/rr/european/newspapers/ece/necse.html

https://www.loc.gov/rr/european/bibs/smits.html
https://www.loc.gov/rr/european/newspapers/ece/necse.html


Familiar tools

• Bad citations originate from many sources (footnotes, 
incorrect or incomplete records, translated titles, among 
many others)

• Sometimes familiar resources (such as online databases) 
contain inconsistencies

• Finding the source of a bad citation that is being repeated
• Have contacted databases about correcting errors



Examples



Examples



Transliteration



Regional Landscape

• Some of the largest collections for this area 
do not appear in WorldCat

• Almost all countries within the region have 
a national library catalogue or national 
union catalogue

• Trends in integrated library systems:
– Open source indexing
– Linking to full-text within catalogs



Open Source Indexing



Full-text within Catalogues



Trends in Digitization

• University digitization projects
– Both in the sciences and humanities

• Ex. Digital library of the Czech Academy 
of Sciences

• Subject-specific digital collections
– Legal sources
– Émigré collections
– Archival collections and more



Digitization Projects



Digitization Projects (cont.)
(



Toolbox

• Sign up for the toolbox 
(Email: 
srscite@library.illinois.edu)

• OR sign up for our ILL 
workshop on March 29th

mailto:srscite@library.illinois.edu


Questions?

srscite@library.illinois.edu
OR

www.library.illinois.edu/ias/spx/srs/

mailto:Srscite@library.illinois.edu
https://www.library.illinois.edu/ias/spx/srs/

