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‘Koru Unfurling’, Radoff, Jon. 

URL: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koru#mediaviewer/File:Koru_Unfurling.JPG 
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‘Tukutuku panels at Whakapapa Info Center’, Kadri, Meena. 

URL:https://www.flickr.com/photos/96733299@N03/9173679894 



Kathie Irwin and Willis Katene. Māori people 
and the library. He Paekereke, Dept of 
Education, Victoria University of Wellington, 
1993 [i.e. 1997] 

Historical Background 

Chris Szekely: Chief Librarian 

Alexander Turnbull Library 





Māori Have An Holistic View Of The World 

HINENGARO 

 

TINANA 

 

WAIRUA 

 

KAUPAPA 

 

IO 



Children Of Rangi And Papa 

Ranginui = Papatūānuku 

Tūmatauenga Tāwhirimātea Tāne-mahuta Tangaroa Rongomātāne Haumietiketike 

People, war Wind, weather Forests, birds Sea, fish Cultivated food Uncltivated food 



He Whare 

TUKUTUKU 
used for 

TĀHUHU 
broader term 

KAHO 
related term 

HEKE 
narrower term 



Ngā Kupu, Ngā Whakaaro 

Maori women from Otaki making tukutuku panels. Evening Post (Newspaper. 1865-2002) 

: Photographic negatives  and prints of Evening Post newspaper. Ref.: PAColl-5927-60. 

Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. http://natlib.govt.nz/records/22679853 



100s Who am I? I/ME 600s 
How can I use what I know about 
nature? 

200s Who made me? I/ME 700s How can I enjoy my leisure time? 

300s 
Who is the person in the next 
cave? 

800s 
How can I give my children a record of 
man’s heroic deeds? 

400s 
How can I make that person 
understand me? 

I/ME 900s 
How can I leave a record for men of 
the future? 

500s 
How can I understand nature and 
the worls about me? 

I/ME 000s General Works 

Meville Dewey’s world vision 



Ngā Ūpoko Tukutuku 
a cultural interface 

MSH 

Thesaurus 

as 

a 

Cultural 

Interface 

Māori World View 

 
creation of the natural world 

Io 

Te koke, Te Pō 

Rangi & Papa 

Ngā Atua 

Te Ao Marama –  

world of light/knowledge 

Library World View 

 

Me and the world around me 

 

 

[Dewey Classification] 

+ 
LCSH 



Ngā Ūpoko Tukutuku 

The Thesaurus assists 

• cataloguers, 

• immersion speakers of Te reo Māori, 

• Kiwis where certain American terms are not their natural language 



The file structure 

Tāhuhu 
Broad term 

Kaupapa 
Term 

Heke 
Narrower term 

Reo ā Iwi 
Dialect term 

Tukutuku 
Used for 

Kaho 
Related term 

Whakamārama 

Scope note 



http://mshupoko.natlib.govt.nz/mshupoko/index.htm 





National Library of NZ Catalogue 

Bibliographic Display 

• The Māori canoe: an account of various types of vessels used by the Māori of New Zealand in former times, 
with some description of those of the isles of the Pacific, and a brief account of the peopling of New 
Zealand / 

• By:  Best, Elsdon, 1856-1931. 

• Published: Wellington, N.Z. : Te Papa Press, 2005. 

• ISBN:  1877385042 (pbk.) : $34.99 

• Description Book: 452 p. : ill. ; 24 cm. 

• Language: English 

• Series:  Dominion Museum bulletin ; no. 7. 

• Subject:  Maori (New Zealand people) –Boats. 

  Pacific Islanders—Boats. 

  Canoes and canoeing—New Zealand—History. 

  Canoes and canoeing—Oceania—History. 

 

  Waka. 

  Waka taua. 

  Kōrero nehe. 

  Tikanga. 

  Hekenga. 

LCSH 

MSH 



MARC View: 650 field 

• 650_0 | a Māori (New Zealand people) | x Boats. 

• 650_0 | a Pacific Islanders | x Boats. 

• 650_0 | a Canoes and canoeing | z New Zealand | x History. 

• 650_0 | a Canoes and canoeing | z Oceania | x History. 

• 650_7 | a Waka. | 2 reo 

• 650_7 | a Waka taua. | 2 reo 

• 650_7 | a Kōrero nehe. | 2 reo 

• 650_7 | a Tikanga. | 2 reo 

• 650_7 | a Hekenga. | 2 reo 



Māori Population (2013 Census NZ) 

• 598.605 people identified with the Māo ri ethnic group 

• 5.9% increase from 2006 

• By comparison NZ population frew 5.3% in same period 

1 in 7 people in NZ are 

of Māori ethnicity 

36,000+ 
Māori stated 

bachelors degree or 
higher as highest 

qualification 

24% 

Lives in Auckland 

24 years old 

median age 

Māori are a 
youthful population 
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