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As of 31 March 2019

A global network of libraries

Americas

9,910 members in 23 

countries

EMEA

5,988 members in 77 

countries

Asia Pacific

1,456 members in 21 

countries



Metadata



464
million records

2.8
billion holdings

WorldCat gets 
one new record

every 
second

As of September 2019



WorldCat is global

As of June 2019

483
languages 

represented 

in WorldCat

Top 10 languages



WorldCat item formats

E-books

Audio books

E-journals

Streaming videos

Streaming music

Digital music scores

Digital maps

35 million

3 million

2 million

851 thousand

719 thousand

392 thousand

235 thousand

As of June 2019

Books

Journals

Music scores

Images

Maps

DVD/Blu-Rays

Compact discs

288 million

12 million

8 million

6 million

5 million

3 million

3 million

Physical items Electronic items



WorldCat is Global!

As of August 2017

57% non-English

43% English

English 153 Million

German 49 Million

French 36 Million

Spanish 19 Million

Chinese 12 Million

Japanese 10 Million

Italian 10 Million

Dutch 6.6 Million

Russian 6 Million

Latin 5.2 Million

Swedish 4.7 Million

Polish 4.7 Million

491
Languages represented 

in WorldCat



Some Asian WorldCat data

• Korean:
– Central Index: 2,770,312

– WorldCat: 1,403,370

– Total: 4,173,682

• Japanese:
– Central Index: 11,195,179

– WorldCat: 12,515,347

– Total: 23,710,526

• Chinese:
– Central Index: 1,841,471

– WorldCat: 13,386,590

– Total: 15,228,061



In the past year, OCLC member libraries copy cataloged

saving an average of 

10 minutes per title

94%
of their items from WorldCat

The power of cooperative cataloging



The power of cooperative cataloging

By copy cataloging 

libraries collectively saved 

17,849,428 titles 

3 million hours



The power of cooperative cataloging

Sources of recent bibliographic records in WorldCat

OCLC and member libraries National libraries Vendors/publishers Library of Congress

63.03% 21.23% 13.04% 2.70%

Items published since 2010, as of July 2019



• Record-at-a-time cataloging for physical and 

electronic resources

• Streamline metadata management workflows

• Manage records quickly and easily

Learn more at oc.lc/getRM



• OCLC Partnerships

We establish partnerships with a variety of organizations in the 

information ecosystem—partnerships that promote libraries and 

save them time. 





From Google to the Library











7,531
borrowing libraries 

worldwide

57
countries

requests created per minute

12.7

OCLC Resource Sharing

7,540
lending libraries worldwide



Linked data

No other library organization has created 

and shared more linked data than OCLC

Our approach:

• Build on the foundation of WorldCat

• Collaborate and partner with community leaders

• Make iterative progress rather than wait for perfection

We will:

• Deliver MARC records with authoritative links

• Import, store, enrich, and publish library data with links

• Cooperatively create a global network of data 

relationships in WorldCat
oc.lc/linkeddatasummary 





Thank you


