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1. What is OpenEdition?



1.1 OpenEdition, a 

complete infrastructure 

of electronic publishing 

in the HSS





1999 – 501 journals

2013 – over 6,500 books

2008 – over 2,700 blogs

2000 – over 40,000 announcements

An e-resources 

portal in the 

humanities and 

social sciences
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Visibility



• Bloggers, journals and publishers’ support

• Free training

• Annual meeting of each Community

• Meetings on conferences and fairs

A community…



1.2 already 20th

anniversary



Annual number of visits
(in millions)

Number of published
documents



HSS at the heart of a social need

OpenEdition usage statistics in Europe (2016) 



HSS at the heart of 
a social need

OpenEdition usage statistics in the world (2017) 
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Total number
of publications

Annual number of visits
(in millions)



2018

1572 new books 

and 11 new publishers

A consortium of partner publishers



Academic events



Academic blogging

• New mode of communication

• Scientific validation of the blogs + Scientific committee

• Linguistic platforms:

• de.hypotheses.org ; es.hypotheses.org ; fr.hypotheses.org ; 

en.hypotheses.org.

Apply: https://www.openedition.org/10901

https://www.openedition.org/10901


Catalogue blogs 

All blogs

Number of blogs Number of annual visits
(in millions)



« L’Hypothesosphère »: graph 

showing hypertext links between

research blogs in 2018

https://socioargu.hypotheses.org/5775

https://socioargu.hypotheses.org/5775


« Hypothesosphere »: Three

geographic areas

https://socioargu.hypotheses.org/5775

https://socioargu.hypotheses.org/5775


Language
of publication

Français

English

Espagnol

Portugues

Italiano

Deutsch

Arabe

Nederlands

Türkçe

Euskara

Hrvatski

Latine

Polski

Various

Slovenscina



Language
of publication





74 %: OA journals

100 % OA announcements 100 %: OA blogs

77 %: OA books



2. Partnerships offered 

to libraries



2.1 OpenEdition

Freemium



An economic model, innovative and sustainable to finance

publishing services

Freemium



Freemium : Free + added-value Services



Our offer:

• Full text in open access to all internet users
• Premium services to generate income for publishers



Freemium

Open Access Premium
Right to copy/paste, 

print, save…

No DRMs

No download quotas



Premium access to articles and books
PDF and ePub
‘Reader mode’
no DRM no download quotas 
Permanent access and conservation of 
files

Dashboard
Counter Statistics
Server Statistics
Coverage lists
Suggestions of purchase

Support and training
Request a trial
Main contact
Users’ committee
Training on site or in visioconference
Communication supports

Information
Alerts and subscriptions
RSS feeds
Search engine
Catalogues 
Bilbo bibliographic tool

Institutional personalization
Logo and name of the subscriber institution
Personalization of the PDF and ePub

Data supplies and services
OAI-PMH repository
OPML
MARC records
Calenda Webservice

Discovery
Integration into the discovery tools (DOAJ, Ebsco
AtoZ, Ebsco Discovery Service, Ex-Libris SFX, 
Serials Solutions, Proquest Summon,…) and the 
public catalogues (SUDOC, Worldcat)



All income is reinvested in
Open Access publishing

Publishers
66.6%

Platform
33.4%



2.1.1 OpenEdition

Freemium for Journals



Freemium for JournalsFreemium for Journals

• Annual subscription to a bundle of 

freemium journals

• Developed for libraries only

• Premium formats of the journals: ePub, PDF

o No DRM no download quotas

o https://journals.openedition.org/



Sociologie du travail joins 

OpenEdition Journals



Tracés joins 

OpenEdition Journals



Maximum income: €11,082,81
Average income: around €1,062

5 journals with over  €5,000
48 journals with over €1,000

2017 Payment to freemium journals

Freemium for JournalsFreemium for Journals



Confins journal: Portuguese-French translations, purchase 
of a tablet, etc.

LISA journal (PUR): small amounts stories

CHRHC journal: no competition print/e-version

Tangible examples:

Freemium for JournalsFreemium for Journals



Over 50 journals since 2012

Tracés, Sociologie du travail, Droit et Cultures, Revue des Mondes Musulmans et de la Méditerranée, 
Terrain, Mélanges de la Casa de Velázquez, Méditerranée, Histoire de la recherche contemporaine, 

Géomorphologie, Pallas, Anglophonia, etc.

This model encourages journals to 

give up embargo periods

Freemium for JournalsFreemium for Journals



The OpenEdition Freemium for Journals bundle



OpenEdition Journals: OA ratio evolution
OA and OA 

freemium

journals

Embargo period

journals



OpenEdition Journals: evolution of OA ratio



• Over 150 institutions support this model (2018)   

• Transparent rates and visible on the OpenEdition website

• Rates based on the FTE in the HSS and on the GDP country

Freemium for JournalsFreemium for Journals



2.1.2 OpenEdition

Freemium for Books



Freemium for Books

• Purchase of ebooks

• Pick & choose / In a bundle

• Two licenses

• Permanent purchase / annual rental

o No DRM no download quotas

o https://books.openedition.org/



Freemium for Books

• E-books premium formats: 

• ePub, PDF (book/chapter), Reader mode

• Condition: each publisher, at least 50% of 

content in OA. In the end -> 77% OA

o No DRM no download quotas

o https://books.openedition.org/



Freemium for Books

Open

Premium

Premium

Premium



HTML format, ideal for computers & tablets

Content only, ideal for tablets & smart phones

Ideal for e-readers, tablets & smart 

phones

PDF (Ideal for e-readers, tablets & 

smart phones)

READING 

POSSIBLE 

ONLY WITH 

INTERNET 

CONNEXION

READING 

AVAILABLE 

WITHOUT 

INTERNET 

CONNEXION

Open 

access

Freemium

Open 

access

Restricted

access

PDF (Ideal for e-readers, tablets & 

smart phones)

Three ACCESS 

MODELS:



• OpenEdition main catalogue

• RSS feeds

• Library Back Office

• Thematic folders on OpenEdition Books

• Social network (Twitter, Facebook etc)

• Newsletter

Update about new contents

http://www.openedition.org/?lang=en
http://www.openedition.org/?lang=en


• Over 75 institutions support the e-books offer (2018)   

• From one title to the entire catalogue

• Permanent purchase

Freemium for Books



OpenEdition Books: by access type

OA + 

OA 
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2.2 Crowdfunding: 

OpenEdition Books 

Select



55

OpenEdition Books Select

 OpenEdition Books Select : the first model of its kind for French language content

 We believe that libraries and users worldwide are interested in French language content, not 

just those within the French speaking regions

 More than 20 librarians on the OpenEdition Books Select Title Selection Committee have 

selected the most relevant content for users worldwide

 Based on the established model of KU Books Select



KU Select Model



A brief look at the contents

• 30 titles (including 10 frontlist)

• from 12 French language publishers from 5 countries:

Presses universitaires de Rennes (France)

ENS Éditions (France)

CNRS Éditions (France)

Rosenberg & Sellier (Italy)

Casa de Velázquez (Spain)

Presses universitaires de Montréal (Canada)

Ecole française de Rome (Italy)

Éditions ies (Switzerland)

…

http://knowledgeunlatched.org/openedition/



3. What is the future of 

OpenEdition?



R&D projects





Bilbo

Bibliographical robot



«Cited by»

Crosslinking





European projects



Build an European infrastructure

Humanities and social sciences



Three new services:

• Certification for ebooks

• Search engine

• A place for communication: VERA



Julie Therizols
OPENEDITION

Julie.therizols@openedition.org


