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• OCLC update 1
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• OCLC update 2
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• Closing
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Code of Conduct
OCLC is committed to providing a friendly, professional, safe, and welcoming experience for all attendees 
of this event. 

Participants are expected to maintain professional and civil discourse throughout the webinar. 

• Participants may hear some views with which they do not agree. We encourage participants to 
consider views that differ from their own with an open mind and respond to differences in a 
respectful way. 

• We will not tolerate harassment, intimidation, or discrimination in any form. 

Failure to abide by these expectations will result in removal from the webinar. 

• Attendees should contact the OCLC meeting host directly if there are any concerns about 
unacceptable behavior.

We value you and your participation, and we appreciate your help in making this event a success.
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Housekeeping…
Platforms

This event is being offered in two ways:
• Webex

– Limit on the number of attendees

• Vimeo livestream 
– https://oc.lc/occm-livestream
– Unlimited attendees

• Webex 
– Please submit questions in chat and 

address the chat to “everyone”

• Vimeo livestream
– Please use the form on the livestream 

page to submit questions

Questions

https://oc.lc/occm-livestream
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Housekeeping…
Webex captions Livestream captions

(Place the cursor over the screen)
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Post-event

• OCLC will make available:
– Recordings of each session
– Slides
– Cited links list

• Notifications:
– Registrants will receive an email
– OCLC will post links to content:

 Cataloging & Metadata
 oc.lc/cataloging-community-meetings

https://community.oclc.org/t5/cataloging-and-metadata/ct-p/cataloging-and-metadata
https://oc.lc/cataloging-community-meetings
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OCLC
Senior Metadata Operations Manager, Metadata Engagement
Cynthia Whitacre

Diversity, equity, and inclusion
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Cataloging Librarian 
Cleveland Museum of Art
Cleveland, Ohio, USA

Chloe Misorski
Editorial Board, Homosaurus;
PhD. Candidate
UBC iSchool

B.M. Watson



The

         Queer
 
               Metadata 

                         Collective

B.M. Watson &

    Chloe Misorski

MDC
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PhD. Candidate 
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Cataloging 
Librarian, Cleveland 
Museum of Art



13

Bri M. Watson, 
Archivist, Historian,  
PhD. Candidate 
UBC’s iSchool

Chloe Misorski, 
Cataloging 
Librarian, Cleveland 
Museum of Art



14

Intro &
Roadmapping1
2.  Literally all of queer history
3.  TMDC & QMDC: the Collective Metadata
4.  Best Practices for Queer Metadata

    4.1. Overview: The Bestest & Broadest 
Principles
    4.2. Overview: the other 150 pages



content warning
15
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call me by my name

18



WEB3CH2A2MS
pronunciation “web-cham” (IPA: /wɛbˈʃæm/)

W hite
E uropean
B ourgeois
C hristian
C isgender
C itizen

19



WEB3CH2A2MS
pronunciation “web-cham” (IPA: /wɛbˈʃæm/)

W hite
E uropean
B ourgeois
C hristian
C isgender
C itizen

H eterosexual 
A ble-bodied
A llosexual
M onogamous 
M en
S ettlers

20

(Originally WEBCHAM from Olson’s naming of the default and assumed universal center of cataloging and classification systems in 
“Patriarchal Structures of Subject Access and Subversive Techniques for Change.” Expanded by Caswell to include cis & citizen at 
the encouragement of Marika Cifor in “Dusting for Fingerprints” Expanded by me to include settler status and relationship and 
romantic orientations). “The Homosaurus,” Catalogue and Index.)



1898 – 1972: “Sexual perversion”

Classification, 1910, 
Class H
Library of Congress.
Washington, D.C., 
Library of Congress.
hdl.handle.net/2027/
uc1.b3128263  

http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3128263
http://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.b3128263


1970+ Gaying The Shelves

22

Classification. Class H,
Subclasses HM-HX: 
Social sciences, sociology
Library of Congress.
Subject Cataloging Division, 
Washington : Library of Congress : 1980.
hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015010486010 

1972 – 2007: “Sexual deviation”



2007+ “Paraphilias”

LCC, 2007

LCC, 2020



“

Perversion of the sexual instinct, as will be 
seen farther on, is not to be confounded with 
perversity in the sexual act; since the latter 

may be induced by conditions other than 
psycho-pathological.   The concrete perverse 
act, monstrous as it may be, is clinically not 

decisive. 

24

— Krafft-Ebing, Psychopathia Sexualis



the burden of action

25



“

Rather than taking these identities as 
stable and fixed, queer theory sees these 
identities as shifting and contextual… A 

queer approach to classification and 
cataloging suggests no easy solutions. In 

defining the problems [as] queer, the 
solutions themselves must be queer. 

26

— Emily Drabinski, Queering the Catalog
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TMDC & QMDC3

1. Intro & Roadmapping 
2.   Literally all of queer history

4.    Best Practices for Queer Metadata
 4.1. Overview: The Bestest & Broadest 
Principles
 4.2. Overview: the other 150 pages





Trans Metadata Collective 
transmetadatacollective.org

bit.ly/tmdc-org

https://transmetadatacollective.org/


commencement





~50 Members

~100 Reviewers

32

~50 Members

~100 Reviewers

26,000+ Downloads & Views 



Queer Metadata Collective
queermetadatacollective.org

bit.ly/qmdc-orgonward

bit.ly/QMDC-Recs
DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.12580530

https://transmetadatacollective.org/
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.12580530
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.12580530
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QMDC’s Recommendations

1. The best-placed person to consult is 
the creator or community themselves. 

2. Make the process of metadata 
creation transparent and have harmful 
/ historical language statement 
policies and procedures.

3. Encourage, support, or develop 
advocacy in your institutions and 
contexts for better and more sensitive 
metadata.

4. Be explicit about queerphobia in 
collections, items, and metadata. 

35



QMDC’s Recommendations

1. The best-placed person to consult is 
the creator or community themselves. 

2. Make the process of metadata 
creation transparent and have harmful 
/ historical language statement 
policies and procedures.

3. Encourage, support, or develop 
advocacy in your institutions and 
contexts for better and more sensitive 
metadata.

4. Be explicit about queerphobia in 
collections, items, and metadata. 

5. Use culturally and contextually 
appropriate labels for queer subjects, 
communities, and resources

6. Give preference to alternative systems and 
practices that prioritise local control and 
authority when possible. 

7. Identify queer content and metadata 
through regular assessment and prioritise 
for ongoing remediation. 

8. If you are queer, trust in your own 
authority, knowledge, community warrant, 
and your “queer cataloguer’s judgement.” 

36



The best-placed person to consult is the creator or community 
themselves. 

◉ Prioritise community terms including reclaimed or self-ascribed 
slurs and retain community terms alongside authoritative ones. 

best practice #1
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The best-placed person to consult is the creator or community 
themselves. 

◉ Prioritise community terms including reclaimed or self-ascribed 
slurs and retain community terms alongside authoritative ones. 

◉ Practise respectful and reciprocal collaboration with 
communities when possible to avoid uncritical application of 
terms. Follow community protocols as part of this process. 

◉ Prioritise using the terms the creators of the work use in subject 
descriptor fields, even if those terms aren’t in controlled 
vocabularies

best practice #1

38



best practice #1 (cont’d)

When creating metadata about 
deceased people, follow the 
Collective’s Chain of Trust:
In the event that the creator is 
deceased or no appropriate cultural 
contact is found, consider 
consultation with the following 
sources or groups (if possible) in 
this order of preference: 

39



best practice #1 (cont’d)

When creating metadata about 
deceased people, follow the 
Collective’s Chain of Trust:
In the event that the creator is 
deceased or no appropriate cultural 
contact is found, consider 
consultation with the following 
sources or groups (if possible) in 
this order of preference: 

◉ public statements by the 
individual,

◉ correspondence, 

◉ partner(s) at time of death,

◉ chosen family members,

◉ community members,

◉ children (adopted or biological),

◉ and, if all other options are 
exhausted, family of origin.

40



best practices #2 & #3

41

2. Make the process of metadata creation transparent and 
have harmful/historical language statement policies and 
procedures, including a form or an email address through 
which communities or creators can reach out. 



best practices #2 & #3

42

2. Make the process of metadata creation transparent and 
have harmful/historical language statement policies and 
procedures, including a form or an email address through 
which communities or creators can reach out. 

3. Encourage, support, or develop advocacy in your institutions 
and contexts for better and more sensitive metadata.
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best practice #4

44

Be explicit about queerphobia in collections, items & metadata. 
◉ Include a contextualising statement and/or content warning for 

sensitive language that is self-ascribed or directly in the material itself, 
either before the user encounters it, or in each place encountered



best practice #4

45

Be explicit about queerphobia in collections, items & metadata. 
◉ Include a contextualising statement and/or content warning for 

sensitive language that is self-ascribed or directly in the material itself, 
either before the user encounters it, or in each place encountered

◉ Identify WEB3CH2A2MS subjects in catalogues and descriptions where 
possible. Add local subdivisions for “--Heterosexual” “--Man” “--Able-
Bodied” “—Allosexual.”

◉ When describing harassment, harm, violence: perpetrators and victims 
should be identified with the active voice and responsibility embedded 
within metadata.



best practice #5

46

Use culturally and contextually appropriate labels for queer 
communities, subjects, and resources 

◉ Collaborate with the specifically-impacted community and be aware 
that individuals within that community may have different 
terminology.



best practice #5

47

Use culturally and contextually appropriate labels for queer 
communities, subjects, and resources 

◉ Collaborate with the specifically-impacted community and be aware 
that individuals within that community may have different 
terminology.

◉ Different cultures and languages understand and classify genders and 
sexuality which may not translate into the dominant culture or 
languages

◉ Include terms in the original language (original script and 
transliterated) alongside added translations and descriptions.



best practice #6

48

Give preference to alternative systems and practices that 
prioritise local control and authority when possible. 

◉ Interrogate conflicting needs in knowledge creation and 
discovery. 



best practice #6

49

Give preference to alternative systems and practices that 
prioritise local control and authority when possible. 

◉ Interrogate conflicting needs in knowledge creation and 
discovery. 

◉ Make a variant heading the authorised heading; Use non-LCSH 
controlled vocabularies and ontologies; Create local Cutter 
numbers, subject guides, or collection tags for orientations, 
identities, or topics not represented—all of these are better than 
collocating by classification.



best practice #7

50

Identify queer content and metadata through regular 
assessment and prioritise for ongoing remediation. 

◉ Plan proactively for periodic assessment and remediation.



best practice #7

51

Identify queer content and metadata through regular 
assessment and prioritise for ongoing remediation. 

◉ Plan proactively for periodic assessment and remediation.

◉ Avoid using machine learning, “AI”, or automation for batch 
replacement of terms. Only use them as a tool to aid assessment, 
alongside qualitative analysis around the rationale and impact of 
existing description. 



best practice #8

52

If you are queer, trust in your own authority, knowledge, 
community warrant, and your “queer cataloguer’s judgement.” 
◉ If relevant to the resource, feel comfortable assigning headings 

for historical identity labels that are no longer commonly used 
such as “Invert.”

◉ If you are not queer: avoid applying queer terminology or 
classification to a resource if the resource has nothing to do 
with queerness. Don’t apply queer terminology to authority files 
if they are not relevant. 



~50 Members

~100 Reviewers
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~100 Members

~800 Reviewers

13,000+ Downloads & Views 
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#OCLCcataloging

Please enter 
questions in 
chat and send 
to everyone

Diversity, 
Equity, and 
Inclusion

Webex: 
Please submit questions in chat 
and address the chat to “everyone”

Vimeo livestream:
Please use the form on the 
livestream page to submit 
questions
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OCLC
Product Manager, Metadata & Digital Services
Chelsea Dalgord

OCLC Cataloging Update
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The Mothman Properties: 
Linked Data for West 
Virginia Entities
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Head of Metadata Services
West Virginia University

Emily Fidelman
Product Analyst,
Metadata & Digital Services
OCLC

Anne Washington
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OCLC linked data



#OCLCcataloging

Meeting libraries where you are today
• Create global identifiers that will be used across workflows by 

adding to URIs to WorldCat data
• Release tools that bridge the gap between traditional records 

and linked data frameworks to enable seamless creation and 
curation of data

• Import and export WorldCat data as BIBFRAME so librarians 
can work seamlessly between MARC and BIBFRAME

• Evaluate and adapt to 'flavors' of BIBFRAME so librarians can 
share and exchange data with the highest fidelity possible
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WorldCat Entities
More than 150M entities 

Explore relationships 

Find connections

Empower discovery

entities.oclc.org
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WorldCat Entities in MARC records

Mixter, Jeff, $e author. $1 https://id.oclc.org/worldcat/entity/E39PBJtRJykHh8gwxXj3JQ4cyd
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Intuitive, web-based 
user interface

OCLC Meridian

oc.lc/meridian
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Suite of WorldCat Entities APIs
• Entity Management API
• Entity Search API
• PID Lookup API
• Entity Changes API

Available add-on APIs:
• Entity Connections API
• Entity Query API

OCLC Meridian



The Mothman Properties: 
Linked Data for West Virginia Entities

"mothman" by mysteries illustrated is marked with Public Domain Mark 1.0.

Emily Fidelman
Head of Metadata Services,
West Virginia University Libraries,
Morgantown, West Virginia
emily.fidelman@mail.wvu.edu

1

https://www.flickr.com/photos/139800128@N03/26673818035
https://www.flickr.com/photos/139800128@N03
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/?ref=openverse


Mothman Properties: Extracting Personal Names from MARC
• Scope: Main personal name entries for authors on WV topics.

• Just all of West Virginia:
SELECT DISTINCT ([100$a]) AS Expr1
FROM MARC
WHERE (((Raw100s.[651]) Like '"*West Virginia*')) OR (((Raw100s.[650$z]) Like '"*West Virginia*"'));
=7181

• Removed theses:
SELECT DISTINCT ([100$a])
FROM MARC
WHERE ([651] Like '"*West Virginia*' OR [650$z] Like '"*West Virginia*"') AND [502] Is Null;
=4542

SELECT  [100], [65X], [245]
From MARC
Where Appal (Location and SH from Title report);
WHERE [651] Like '"*Pennsylvania*' OR [651] Like '"*West Virginia*' OR [651] Like '"*Ohio*' OR [651] 
Like '"*Carolina*' OR [651] Like '"*Alabama*' OR [651] Like '"*Georgia*' OR [651] Like '"*Maryland*' 
OR [651] Like '"*Kentuck*' OR [651] Like '"*Virginia*' OR [651] Like '"*Tennessee*' OR [650] Like 
'*Cherokee*' OR [650] Like '*Mingo*' OR [650] Like '*Shawnee*' OR [650] Like '*Seneca*'OR [650] 
Like '*Iroquois*'OR [650] Like '*Melungeon*' OR [650] Like '*Appalachia*' Or [650] Like '*Allegheny*' 
Or [650] Like '*Blue Ridge*' Or [650] Like '*Clinch Mountain*' Or [650] Like '*Cumberland*'Or [650] 
Like '*Kittatinny*'Or [650] Like '*Monongahela*' Or [650] Like '*Taconic*'Or [650] Like '*Carolina*' Or 
[650] Like '*Great Smoky*' Or [650] Like '*Roan Mountain*' Or [650] Like '*Kanawha*' OR [650] Like 
'*Preston*' OR [651] Like '*Preston*' OR [650] Like '*W. Va.*' or [651] Like '*W. Va.*' OR [650] Like 
'*Potomac*' OR [651] Like '*Potomac*’;
=22225

2



Mothman Properties: Enriching MARC with Existing URI’s

3



Mothman Properties: Enriching MARC with Existing 
URI’s

SELECT DISTINCT [100$a],[100$1]
FROM VIAFid
WHERE ([651] Like '"*West Virginia*' OR [650$z] Like '"*West 
Virginia*"') AND [502] Is Null;

4



Mothman Properties: Identifying Names with no LCNAF Record

5



Mothman Properties: Identifying Names with no LCNAF 
Record

SELECT A.[100$a], [100$1], 
B.[ARN], B.[AuthorizedForm] 
FROM A LEFT JOIN B ON 
A.[100$a]=B.[SearchKey];

6



Mothman Properties: Identifying Names with no LCNAF Record

SELECT 100$a
FROM NACORecords
WHERE AuthorizedForm Is Null;

100$a ARN AuthorizedForm
Abate, Marie A. 9412877 Abate, Marie A.
Abdulai, Ahmed M.

Abercrombie, Janice L. 3277762 Abercrombie, Janice L.

Abrahamsen, Martin A. 604136 Abrahamsen, Martin A. ǂq (Martin Abraham), ǂd 1908-
Adams, Florence J.
Adams, Leonard E.
Adams, Mona R.

Adams, Patch, 3101044 Adams, Patch, ǂd 1945-
Adkins, Larry.

7



Mothman Properties: Biographical Searching

Design of Biographical Searching and MARCEdit transformation of Biographical data, excepting 
SQL code to identify names referring to the same entity, are based on the following:

Zetty, J., & Plaisance, H. C. (2022). Cross-Departmental Authority Heading Creation: A Case 
Study. Technical Services Quarterly, 39(1), 1–16. https://doi.org/10.1080/07317131.2021.2011121 

8

https://doi.org/10.1080/07317131.2021.2011121


Mothman Properties: Biographical Searching

SELECT DISTINCT[B.Name],[A.Name]
FROM NACOTest A
INNER JOIN NACOTest B on A.[Birth 
Date]=B.[Birth Date]
AND A.[Death Date]=B.[Death Date]
AND A.[Birthplace]=B.[Birthplace]
AND A.[Name] > B.[Name];
--->Cluster2Level

Then,

SELECT C.B.Name1, C.A.Name1, 
D.A.Name1
FROM Cluster2Level C
INNER JOIN Cluster2Level D On 
C.[A.Name1]=D.[B.Name1];
-->Cluster3Level9



Mothman Properties: Data Transformation

•Form of Name = 100$a 1_
•VIAF URI = 100$1 (R)
•Wikidata QID = 024$a 7_
•Birthdate = 046$f
•Death date = 046$g
•Birthplace = 370$a
•Place of residence = 370$e (R)
•Additional place of residence = 370$e (R)
•Associated country = 370$c
•Associated institution = 373$a
•Profession/occupation = 374$a
•Source title = 670$a
•Source information = 670$b
•Religious, nobility, or other title = 368$d
•Fuller form of name = 378$q
•Start of active period = 046$s
•End of active period = 046$t
•Other designation = 368$c
•Notes = 667$a Great YouTube Tutorial!: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LERl6T92jPw 

10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LERl6T92jPw


Mothman Properties: NACO Record Review

Asynchronous NACO Training Materials Available through the RDA NACO Program Training Workshop Task 
Group: https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/courses/naco-RDA/index.html 

=LDR  *****nz###22*****n##4500

=008  220830ineazannaabn#############aan####u

=046 \\$s2004

=100  1 $aHeffner, Larry

=670  \\$aGreenbrier Agricultural Society : a transcription of the minutes of the 
Greenbrier Agricultural Society, March 28, 1853 thru September 1, 1860$bGreenbrier 
Agricultural Society : a transcription of the minutes of the Greenbrier Agricultural Society, 
March 28, 1853 thru September 1, 1860 (First work 2004)

=670  \\$aRegistry of free people of color : Greenbrier Co., (West) Viginia, 1846-1864

=LDR  *****nz###22*****n##4500

=008  220830ineazannaabn#############aan####u

=046  \\$s1990

=100  1 $aAdkins, Ronnie

=370  \\$cUnited States

=378 \\$qAdkins, Ronnie

=670  \\$aThe Adkins family of Wayne County, West Virginia : also Cabell, Lincoln, and 
Boone : a genealogical history : the descendants of William and Elizabeth (Parker) Adkins 
of Henrico County, Virginia, from 1690 to 1990

=LDR  *****nz###22*****n##4500

=008  220830ineazannaabn#############aan####u

=100  1 $aHeffner, Larry

=370  \\$eGreenbrier County (W. Va.)$2naf

=373  \\$aGreenbrier Historical Society$2naf

=670  \\$aGreenbrier Agricultural Society : a transcription of the minutes of the Greenbrier 
Agricultural Society, March 28, 1853 thru September 1, 1860, 2004:$bcover (Larry Heffner; 
transcription of Greebrier Agricultural Society proceedings)$w(OCoLC)71149375

=670  \\$aRegistry of free people of color : Greenbrier Co., (West) Viginia, 1846-1864, 
[2006]:$btitle page (Larry Heffner; Greenbrier Historical Society)$w(OCoLC)71375900

=LDR  *****nz###22*****n##4500

=008  220830ineazannaabn#############aan####u

=100  1 $aAdkins, Ronnie

=370  \\$cUnited States$2naf

=670  \\$aThe Adkins family of Wayne County, West Virginia : also Cabell, Lincoln, and 
Boone : a genealogical history : the descendants of William and Elizabeth (Parker) Adkins of 
Henrico County, Virginia, from 1690 to 1990, c1990:$btitle page (Ronnie 
Adkins)$w(OCoLC)23267915

11

https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/courses/naco-RDA/index.html


Mothman Properties: Pivoting to Meridian
=LDR  *****nz###22*****n##4500
=008  220830ineazannaabn#############aan####u
=024  7 $aQ366136$2wikidata
=046  \\$f1911-12-08$g2002-11-12$2edtf
=100  1 $aBarron, William Wallace$c(Governor),$d1911-2002
=368  \\$cGovernors$cVeterans$2lcdgt
=370  \\$aElkins (W. Va.)$bCharlotte (N.C.)$eElkins (W. 
Va.)$eMorgantown (W. Va.)$eCharleston (W. Va.)$2naf
=373  \\$aWashington and Lee University$2naf
=373  \\$aWest Virginia University. College of Law$2naf
=373  \\$aWest Virginia. Governor$2naf
=400  1 $aBarron, Wally
=670  \\$aGovernor Barron's major speeches, [1962?]:$bpage 1 
(Governor of West Virginia)$w(OCoLC)9872753
=670  \\$aWikipedia, viewed July 15, 2024:$b(Wally Barron; 
December 8, 1911 – November 12, 2002; born in Elkins, West Virginia; 
attended Washington and Lee University and the West Virginia 
University Law School; served in the U.S. Army in World War II; mayor 
of Elkins; member of the West Virginia House of Delegates in 1950 
and was re-elected in 1952; nominated to Attorney General in 1956; 
elected governor of West Virginia 1960; died on November 12, 2002, 
in Charlotte, North 
Carolina)$uhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wally_Barron

12



Mothman Properties: Mapping NACO to Meridian

Use MARCEditor to compile to MARC, then Export Tab 
Delimited Records to get a .txt (which you can save as 
a .csv or .xlsx) for API loading.

13



Mothman Properties: Mapping NACO to Meridian
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Mothman Properties: Mapping NACO to Meridian
field670as = []
    field670bs = []
    field670us = []
    field670ws = []

    for field in record.get_fields('670'):
     if record['670']:
      field670a = field.get_subfields('a')
      field670b = field.get_subfields('b')
      field670u = field.get_subfields('u')
      field670w = field.get_subfields('w')

      if field670a:
       field670as.extend([str(sf) for sf in field670a])
      else:
       field670as.append('No 670a')

      if field670b:
       field670bs.extend([str(sf) for sf in field670b])
      else:
       field670bs.append('No 670b')

…
if field670u:
       field670us.extend([str(sf) for sf in field670u])
      else:
       field670us.append('No 670u')

      if field670w:
       field670ws.extend([str(sf) for sf in field670w])
      else:
       field670ws.append('No 670w')
     else:
      field670as.append('No 670')
      field670bs.append('No 670')
      field670us.append('No 670')
      field670ws.append('No 670')

15



Mothman Properties: Mapping NACO to Meridian

16



Mothman Properties: Next Steps

• Use pull lists of bibliographic 
records for materials used to 
search biographical details

• Combined with Entities’ URI’s 
from OCLC

• To facilitate efficient workflows 
for or even automate 
bibliographic file maintenance

Cautiously!:
SELECT DISTINCT([Entity URI]),[100$a],[100$c],[100$q],[100$d],[670$u],[670$w],[001],[245]
FROM Entities AS A LEFT JOIN GlobalPullList AS B ON A.[100$a]=B.[PullListBibs_100$a]
WHERE [Entity URI] Not Like "CREATE BY HAND";

17



Mothman Properties: Research Opportunities

• Most LCSH Search is more precise for more specific terms
• Most EDS terms are more precise for more general terms
• With exceptions, EDS is more precise for all terms whether more or less specific

18



Mothman Properties: Research Opportunities

• Legacy metadata can always be linked into an ontology later
• It can serve as “breadcrumbs” in a methodology like the one described to test whether an 

algorithm is retrieving what you want it to, or results that are topical and unbiased
• If it provides source information like the 670 field of a NACO record, it could be used as a check 

on hallucinating AI
• Maybe precision is increased not by the linked data relationships themselves but the attributes 

accessible through those relationships

Does this mean we throw out legacy metadata in favor of 
linked data? No!

Metadata continues to underwrite search that is precise, transparent, and authoritative. 
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Thank you!  Questions?

Emily Fidelman
Head of Metadata Services,
West Virginia University Libraries,
Morgantown, West Virginia
emily.fidelman@mail.wvu.edu
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