WorldCat Local sample news release – Academic Library
Headline: [Library name here] now offers unique search capabilities that enable [institution name] researchers to find information resources at home and worldwide
[Library name] now offers a new service that will help students, faculty and staff more easily locate and obtain items within the collections of the [academic library name] and other libraries. The service, developed by OCLC—a nonprofit organization that provides services to thousands of libraries worldwide—also enables local library users to locate resources within the collections of thousands of libraries around the world.

[Library name]’s WorldCat Local service works in conjunction with the OCLC WorldCat database—the world’s richest database of bibliographic information—to provide expanded Web access to local, regional and worldwide library resources.  The [library name] search box is available on the library Web site at [URL] as well as other Web sites that are regularly used by researchers at [college/university name]. [Insert examples of other sites, if available.] 

When a library user conducts a search using the new [library name] search box, items that are available locally—collections in the [library name] library—are shown at the top of the search results.  The service also displays information about libraries outside [library name] to help users find resources in other WorldCat libraries that can often be requested through the library’s interlibrary loan service. OPTIONAL: [Library name] users will also be able to take advantage of the service’s expanded search capability that provides single-search access to dozens of familiar databases.

Through the new service, users can connect to the library to place holds on items that are currently checked out or to request a loan of an item from another library. They can also take advantage of social networking tools, including creating lists, reviews and making recommendations.

[Insert optional quote from library representative] Sample quote:

“Through this service, researchers at [college/university name] will locate materials they need from within our library’s collections or from the collections of other libraries worldwide. Our use of WorldCat Local is possible due to this library’s commitment to contributing its cataloging records to the WorldCat database for [#] years.”

“Library users at [library name] can use the new service in a number of ways to simplify their searches for information,” continued [spokesperson].  For example, anyone who uses the service can create lists of resources they find in the database and share lists with their friends. They can also export items on the lists for inclusion in bibliographies.  Many researchers will also want to take advantage of the opportunity to add personal reviews of library materials that are available not only to members of the [college/university name] community but also to anyone else who uses WorldCat Local or WorldCat.org.” 

[Library spokesperson] encourages library users at [college/university name] to try the new service today at [URL].
