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The V&A

•The UK’s national museum of art and design

•2.7 million objects

• 4 main sites
- V&A at South Kensington
- Museum of Childhood, Bethnal Green
- Blythe House, Olympia
- V&A website

•Curatorial departments
- Asia    
- Furniture, Textiles & Fashion
- Sculpture, Metalwork, Ceramics & Glass
- Theatre Collections
- Word & Image
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FuturePlan in Action, Summer 2009

Installation of the 
Ceramics Link Bridge, designed 

by Wilkinson Eyre Architects, 
on 26th July 2009



5

Collections

§The total number of objects in the collection was 2,729,754
(28 February 2009). 

§This includes 2, 445, 241 book, archive, and print/photograph/drawing 
items,
usually accessed in reading rooms, not in galleries. 

§The size of the display collection is 284,513 items. 
These comprise the Asian; Furniture, Textiles and Woodwork; Sculpture, 
Metalwork, Ceramics and Glass; and Museum of Childhood collections, 
Theatre Museum, WID (Prints, Drawings, Paintings and Photographs),
WID (Archive of Art and Design), WID (National Art Library).
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Visits to the V&A

§ 2005:     2, 471,600 actual /          6, 515,900  
website

§ 2008:     2, 490,700 actual /        20, 250,100 
website

Source: V&A Annual Review, 2008-9
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Encouraging use of V&A images by everyone

§ COLLECTIONS

§ You are not logged in 

§ Help with Order

§ You can select images you wish to order in high resolution and download them to your computer by 
selecting 'Order hi res image' when you view the image. Your selected images may be viewed in an order 
‘lightbox’ which shows your selection as thumbnail images. You can also think of this a little like adding 
items to a shopping basket on a commercial site. Images can be removed from the lightbox at any point 
before completing the order.

§ You may download 30 high resolution images in any session. This limit is in place to discourage misuse of 
the service and to avoid excessive demand on our servers. This limit will be reviewed from time to time.

§ Image size

§ High Resolution image files are 2,500 pixels on the longer side. This is similar in size to an image taken by 
a 5 megapixel camera. Good quality prints are normally produced at 267 pixels per inch (ppi). Therefore 
good prints can be made up to 9 inches on the longer side. High quality printing is often done at 360 ppi and 
this will result in a print of just under 7inches (i.e. A5 size).

§ When opening your image in Photoshop or other image editing software, you may see it sized at a 
resolution other than 300 dots per inch (dpi). Its size will still be 2500 pixels on the longer side. If you wish 
to see its output at 300 dpi (or other output resolution), then change the resolution setting with the re-
sample option unchecked.

http://collections.vam.ac.uk/indexplus/page/lightboxhelp.html
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February 2008 RLG Workshop

Strong Word and Image Department attendance
Other Collections, Online Museum, Documentation, Learning
Tied in naturally with new website project
Tied in naturally with server capacity increase project

Two strands – large scale digitisation and innovation

1. Whole collections database (CIS) will be published this month

2.  Innovative content for research and general audiences 
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After the RLG Workshop of February 2008

Discussions about the new website:
• Cataloguing, cataloguing, cataloguing
• Collections Digitisation Working Party 
• New digitisation projects 
• Existing digitisation projects – new impetus
• Strategic decision making
• Links between departments
• Server capacity

Innovative content, e.g.
• ‘Hats’ microsite
• Fashion in Motion videos 
• Blogs 
• Artist in residence projects

http://www.vam.ac.uk/microsites/hats-anthology/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/fashion/fashion_motion/stmartins_2008/video/index.html

http://www.vam.ac.uk/microsites/hats-anthology/�
http://www.vam.ac.uk/collections/fashion/fashion_motion/stmartins_2008/video/index.html�
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Search the Collections

Since the RLG workshop in February 2008 the Museum has:

• Strengthened digitisation plans for each curatorial department

• Added over 25,000 records to our Search the Collections Site – the total is    
now more than 55,000.  Recent additions include:

- 8,800 photographs from Guy Little Theatrical Photos Collection

- 4,000 objects displayed in or prepared for the Medieval & Renaissance                    
Galleries, opening in December 09

- Approximately 300 posters from the pro-democracy poster collection
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Search the Collections, current style
http://www.vam.ac.uk
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Search the Collections – coming soon

The new version of Search the Collections will be publicly launched later 
this 

month and includes:

§ Online access to over 1 million collection records

§ Online access to over 100, 000 images

§ Library collections and archives still accessed through separate 
systems



13

Search the Collections - CIS Online
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Search the Collections - CIS Online
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Search the Collections - CIS Online
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Distribution of records currently online

9935, 15%

4867, 7%

13947, 22%

7327, 11%

10102, 15%

19288, 30%
Museum of Childhood
Furniture, Textiles and Fashion
WID
Asia
Theatre & Performance
SMC&G

Distribution of catalogue records by Collection Department currently available 
online 
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Distribution of records going online this month

117023, 12%

105988, 10%

80180, 8%

26798, 3%
22814, 2%

661166, 65%

Museum of Childhood

Theatre & Performance

Furniture, Textiles & Fashion

Sculpture, Metalwork, Ceramics
& Glass
Asia

Word and Image

Distribution of catalogue records by Collection Department which will become 
accessible online in September 2009 
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Galleries and exhibitions – the digitisation gain 

New galleries opened since February 2008:

•The Theatre & Performance Galleries
•The  William & Judith Bollinger Jewellery Gallery
•Gold, Silver & Mosaics: The Rosalinde & Arthur Gilbert Collection
•Buddhist Sculpture: The Robert H N Ho Family Foundation Gallery

•On Friday of this week, we will open Phase One one of the renovated 
ceramics galleries
• In December of this year, the Medieval and Renaissance galleries will 
open; 10 new galleries spanning the east wing of the museum.
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Theatre and Performance
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Jewellery
The William and Judith Bollinger Jewellery Gallery



21

Gold, Silver & Mosaics
The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Collection
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Buddhist Sculpture
The Robert H N Ho Family Foundation Gallery
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Ceramics, re-opening now and in 2010
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Medieval and Renaissance, opening  late 2009
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Hats

Erin O’Connor at the Hats 
Private View

All V&A objects in new 
galleries, in exhibitions and in 
displays are photographed and 
catalogued online
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Innovations in delivery and in activity
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iTunesU
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Knitted iPhone
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V&A Online Journal
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Ceramics Galleries Interactives
Design a Teapot
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Search the Ceramics Collections
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Search the Ceramics Collections
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Ceramics Galleries Interactives
Tell us what you think
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Ceramics Galleries Interactives
Tell us what you think
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Looking forward: documentation systems
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Looking forward: The William Morris question



37

Website redesign, please keep watching

www.vam.ac.uk

The End

http://www.vam.ac.uk/�
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