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Where Is the Smithsonian?
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Who we are

e 19 Museums & Galleries

e 9 Research Centers

e 18 Archives

o 1 Library (with 20 branches)
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Smithsonian Collections

137.2 Million Objects

e 13 Million Digital Records
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2 Million Digital Images
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Why collaborate?
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Challenges

e Create virtually
“One Smithsonian”

e Make interoperable today’s
Information silos

e Meet rapidly evolving
stakeholders’ expectations




Collaboration Projects Envisioned

1. Development of a comprehensive digitization
and access program for unencumbered
photographic collections.

2. Creation of an internal single point of access
to all Smithsonian collections information for

staff.



Collaboration Projects Realized

 QOriginal: Development of a comprehensive
digitization and access program for
unencumbered photographic collections.

 Actual: Development of an unencumbered
photographic collections in Flickr Commons
and the Smithsonian Photography Initiative.
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Collaborators
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Collaboration Projects Realized

 QOriginal: Creation of an internal single point of
access to all Smithsonian collections
Information for staff.

 Actual: Creation of an external single point of
access to all public Smithsonian digital
collections.



Searching Across the Silos
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Archives: Butterfly
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Museums: Butterfly
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Library: Butterfly
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Moving towards Convergence

Secretary Wayne Clough



A Parting Thought

“The worth and importance of the
Institution is not to be estimated by
what it accumulates within the walls
of its building, but by what it sends

forth to the world.”
—Joseph Henry

the Smithsonian’s first Secretary,
Smithsonian Annual Report, 1852

Anne Van Camp
vancampa@si.edu

202-633-5908
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