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Introduction and Overviews

OCLC believes that closer collaboration between the publisher 

supply chain and libraries is essential to success for both 

communities.  Efficient exchange and sharing of title data 

will play an important role and OCLC is committed to 

development of processes that allow further interoperability 

and “mash-up” of publisher and library metadata.  In 

support of this effort OCLC recently conducted a “Next 

Generation Cataloging” pilot, held a Publisher/Library 

Symposium, co-sponsored a paper with NISO and launched 

OCLC Metadata Services for Publishers. In this Forum we will 

share our recent OCLC work in this area and open the floor 

to publishers for comment and suggestions for continued 

areas of collaboration.



Overview of Recent Research and Activities on 

Library and Publisher Metadata

Recommendation 1 from:

On the Record: Report from the LC Working Group on 

the Future of Bibliographic Control, January 2008
http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/news/lcwg-ontherecord-jan08-final.pdf

1. Increase the efficiency of bibliographic production for all 

libraries through increased cooperation and increased sharing of 

bibliographic records, and by maximizing the use of data 

produced throughout the entire “supply chain” for information 

resources. 
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From Streamlining Book Metadata Workflow

Paradoxically, easy access to a huge amount of metadata on the 

web has devalued its importance with some believing that any type 

of data can be used to find books. Yet the ability to efficiently 

transmit and correctly display metadata that supports decisions to 

acquire books has made the underlying structure and exchange of 

metadata even more important to the success of the publisher 

supply chain and libraries. As stakeholders become aware that 

metadata transfer is essential for book selection and sales and for 

smooth business operations, they become more involved in the 

development and adoption of standards and systems to support 

metadata exchange.
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Overview of Recent Research and Activities on 

Library and Publisher Metadata

From Creating Catalogues: Bibliographic Records in a Networked 

World, A Research Information Network Study, Ken Chad, Ken 

Chad Consulting and Sero, June 2009

http://www.rin.ac.uk/our-work/using-and-accessing-information-resources/

Our report looks at the production of these data from publisher through a 

range of intermediaries to the end users. Whilst there are pressures to 

make these data more freely available, each player in the process has its 

own motivations and business models in creating, adding to, using or re-

using bibliographic data, all of which need to be considered.

We find that there would be considerable benefits if libraries, along with 

other organisations in the supply chain, were to operate more at the 

network level but that there are significant barriers in the way of making 

significant moves in that direction.

The fast changing pace of this environment is creating a complex 

landscape for the creation and use of the traditional bibliographical data . 
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From On the Record Report: Recommendations the Library of 

Congress Should Pursue Over the Next Four Years: Report to the 

Associate Librarian for Library Services, 
OTR Report Implementation Working Group, Regina Reynolds and Bruce 

Knarr, co-chairs (09/15/09)

http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/news/

Highest Priority Activities

ONIX pilots: only by conducting pilots can LC determine if use of 

ONIX data is feasible and provides efficiencies. Assess the pilot 

results to also determine if there are opportunities for batch 

creation of catalog records for U.S. commercial imprints. Only by 

exploring efficiencies will LC know if it can afford 

enhancements. 
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From Library of Congress Study of the North American 

MARC Records Marketplace, R2 Consulting LLC 

(www.r2consulting.org), Ruth Fischer, Rick Lugg (October 2009)

http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future/news/

ONIX to MARC record translations and fully operable MARC to non‐MARC 

metadata crosswalks could dramatically alter this three‐tiered 

landscape. To date, major players in the blue and purple tiers have 

failed to buy into the concept of shared bibliographic and authority 

data. While some efforts to encourage cross‐market cooperation are 

underway (notably the OCLC/NISO forum), fierce competition 

flourishes within and between each tier of the market. Even more 

problematic, each tier has distinctly different needs and incentives, 

making it difficult to establish an adequate degree of shared 

urgency and/or investment in new solutions.
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Overview of OCLC Activities Relating to 

Library and Publisher Metadata

OCLC “Next Generation Cataloging” Pilot

http://www.oclc.org/partnerships/material/nexgen/nextgencataloging.htm

And

OCLC Metadata Services for Publishers 

http://publishers.oclc.org/en/

http://www.oclc.org/partnerships/material/nexgen/nextgencataloging.htm
http://publishers.oclc.org/en/
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OCLC Programs and Research

Virtual International Authority File (VIAF)

http://www.oclc.org/us/en/services/brochures/213998usf_virtual_international_authority_file_VIAF.pdf

http://www.oclc.org/us/en/services/brochures/213998usf_virtual_international_authority_file_VIAF.pdf


OCLC Programs and Research 

WorldCat Identities



OCLC Programs and Research 

WorldCat Identities



OCLC Programs and Research 

WorldCat Identities



OCLC Programs and Research 

Terminologies and Mapping



OCLC Programs and Research 

Terminologies and Mapping: DDC and BISAC 

Subject Headings



OCLC Programs and Research 

Dewey.info: Use of DDC behind the scenes 

as a language-neutral information tool



Dialogue on Publisher and Library 

Metadata Issues

Workflow, staff and systems relating to 

publisher/vendor supply chain metadata

What is your biggest point of pain in 

dealing with supply chain title metadata?



Dialogue on Publisher and Library 

Metadata Issues

Workflow, staff and systems relating to metadata 

in support of the library market?

What is your biggest point of pain in 

dealing with metadata for libraries?



To find out more:

Visit  the new website

http://publishers.oclc.org

http://publishers.oclc.org/


Download the brochure

http://publishers.oclc.org/en/213918usb_services_for_publishers.pdf

http://publishers.oclc.org/en/213918usb_services_for_publishers.pdf


Contact us

Product Managers

Renee Register: register@oclc.org

Maureen Huss: hussm@oclc.org

Publisher Services Consultant

Bruce Miller: millerb@oclc.org

OR publishers@oclc.org
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