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The Crosswalk Web Service at OCLCThe Crosswalk Web Service at OCLC

•…is a ‘black box’ that accepts one metadata 
standard and produces another.

•Can be called from any product or service that 
processes metadata. 



The Crosswalk Web Service: 
Operational Goals 
The Crosswalk Web Service: 
Operational Goals

• Reduce the effort required to create translation logic for 
mapping between metadata standards.

• Reduce the turnaround time between human-readable 
crosswalks and executable code.

• Leverage the expertise of metadata standards experts as 
widely as possible.

• Manage the translation of different versions of metadata 
standards.
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OCLC’s ONIX/MARC MappingOCLC’s ONIX/MARC Mapping
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Next Generation CatalogingNext Generation Cataloging
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Issues in the ONIX-MARC relationshipIssues in the ONIX-MARC relationship

• MARC Type of Material and ONIX Product Form

• The ONIX RelatedProduct element

• Data encoding standards
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Next stepsNext steps

• Perfect the process for automatically generating 
translations.

• Incorporate new revisions to MARC and ONIX.

• Evaluate mappings to and from other standards supported 
by the Crosswalk Web Service.

• Address data encoding issues.



For more informationFor more information

• “Encoding application profiles in a computational model of 
the crosswalk.” Dublin Core 2008 proceedings.

• http://webdoc.sub.gwdg.de/univerlag/2008/DC_proceedings. 
pdf

• “Toward element-level interoperability of bibliographic 
metadata” Code4Lib Journal, 2008

• http://journal.code4lib.org/articles/54

• OCLC ResearchWorks public demo

• http://www.oclc.org/research/researchworks/xwalk/
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