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Goals of Talk

OVeRiew: ofr GRe. liesearch project Invelving
archival reseurces

Limitations of existing archivall reseurces
oK this project

SpPeculations onhew: digital reseurces
Would chiange this project and Rew: |
[eseanch I




But first...

My Debtsi ter Livramnans andrArchivists




Overview! of Project

BUlaIRg e Feaeral. SerovlaoUses Locallsi ana.
e Political Development: o1 PuUblc Eauecanon

IHoW, deriocall pelitics change: as fiederal officials
Increasingly’ make mere auvthetative decisions
apeUL public educatien?

Histerical examination ofi Alexandra, Virginia
firom 1958-2008;




Archival Resources for One
Dimension of Book

“\Massive Resistance™ to School
Desegregation, 1955-65

x Alexandra City PUblic SCRoeI recoas

= Virginia: State: Archives

s Federal Archives

a ULS. Court Decisions and Preceedings

s Speciall Collections and Locall Collectiens




Desegregation and
Massive Resistance

Schepl Veuchers: State of Vikginia paid

faumi

VIV O

Iesi e’ send children: tor private: schooels
uestion: Whe used the Vouchers?

\Were they infitenced primaiily. by racial
dimensiens of the' conflict or class
dimensions of private: Schooeling?




Archival Materials from
ACPS Record Center

Wirittenr descriptions; ef scheol houndaries,
from 1959-1965

Name and address of eachiblack chnla

seeking to attend a nen:-hlack scheol.

Name and address ol eac/iVOUChEer
[eciplent

AR opporunity ter spatially lecate children
Withini the schoeol system, using GIS
software, and track entries and exits




Case 4.
Cage B.
Case T
Caze D.
Casa E.
Caza F.
Cama 1,
Case Ha
Case L,

Casa i,
Cas= L.
Case K,
Cas= Y.

CANES APTLYTNG POk UERS4IN SRADES TH CERTAIN SCHCCLS

HEY TO CASES AND RESTDENCE

Kathryn C, Turner
Sandra Turrer
Gerald Turmer
This B. Jones
deszie Mae Jones
Betty Jo Jenes
Jamez E, Lamax
Hargaret T, Lomax
Pat=y Ragland
James Ragland
Zarzh A, Ragland
Timethy §. Taylaor
theedosia Hundley
Paarl Hendley

211 Zincelnia Road

211 Linecknia Hoad

211 Lincoloia Road
&3h6 Sterenaon Avenus
8346 Stevenson Avenus
63L6 Stevenson dwenas

1120 Korth Fairfax Strast
1120 Morth Fairfax Stract
6316 B Stevenson Avenue
4344 B Stevenson Avenus
6304 B Stevenson Avenus

115 Wilkes Street

L09 Sowsn Saint Asaph Strest
Loy Sousn Ssint Asaph Street
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second grade in Theodore Ficklin frem seo

firat grade
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third grada
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teuth grads

ninkh grade
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in

Thocdore Ficklin from firs
Harmord High frem tenth g
Hagingnd High from nicth gr
Patrick Hdenry from tmird g
Beorge Washingten from nin

Gearge Washington fram ten

Gecrze Washingten from nin
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'#Desegre-gated Student

a ‘Joucher Recipient

IHIJesegregated Elementary School Zones
) Segregated Elementary Schoaol Zones
11960 Census Blocks
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Figure 7: Alexandria, Virginia
Desegregated Elementary
School Zones




The Process Is Painful

s First, convert archival map: ter GlS-usalle scan

s Electronically’ draw’ attendance: zene
polRdares on GIS map, fellowing koth
current and airchival magps.

s Enter name and address lists' of desegregation
anadveucher students; By hand




Combining with Nen-Electronic
Data from Federal Sources

1960 Census of Housing

s Able terexplore racial and class dimensions of
neighboerheeds at the bleck level.




The Pain, Part Two

s Convert Census Bureau archival map te GlS-
Lisakle scan

x Align Census) Bureau map withr Alexandria
map

s Key enter housing analrace: data o) each

plock by hand,

s Linkeup’ blecks Wit gee-codeadl address, lists, of
\VOUCHEN recipients and desegregatead
students.




ﬁ Dessgregated Student

@ “oucher Recipient
319580 School Boundaries
% Mon-white
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Figure 6: Alexandria, Virginia g
by Census Block




*Desegr&gat&d Student

a8 “foucher Recipient

=1 1960 School Boundaries
Housing Cost Index
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Figure 8: Alexandria, Virginia
Housing Cost Index
by Census Block
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The Upside

Alexanadiia archives  represent a rch

[epesitery of archival infermation and data
virtually Untapped.

New: perspectives — both historic and
contemporany/ -= onl an Impertant stoeny,

Applications off Rew data teo)s ter archival-
Pased Infermation




TThe Downside:
Where Did the Time Go?

Began this GIS' investigatien in 2004

imerspent: gathering complete: data frem
archives

Map: preparation; data preparation and data
entry.

Preblems with histercal maps and GlS-related
ISSUES

echnical Issues) (geo-coding, orphaned
addresses, etc)




Locker rooms and silos

Location oif Alexanadiia: City: Public: SCheo)Ss
Records Center

1 Storage reomi convertedi firem, a Iocker roem adjacent
10 a gymnasiumi in a middie school.

s Knock onf Deor 7 of the gym and' ask fier Val

he record center contains the: administrative
Working life: off anf 6n-going enterprise; put has
valuahlerhisterical impertance

A need to link these nen-university: basead
archival seurces to schelany communities




The Sile Problem

“Offfi the grd™ means the archives are sileed.

IHOW: canrl View  these anchives, poth topically
and supstantively; relative ter other archival
SOUICES that contain relevant infiermation fireom
the same: time: peried, neld by a diffierent entity?

EQ@, What doi the Eederall o) state: archives have
10, Say/ aeUL pPrekIems) e ISSUESs: conienting
locals?




Conclusion

Richianchival reseurces outside: ofi library.
Settings

Digitization; off archives neeads ter et
UNCOVEr these resourees and link them up
I content andl tepIc With ether archival
SoUrces firom the same. tine: Winedow.




