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OCLC, Inc. Vendor Branded Record License 

 

1. Definitions 

1.1. “License” and “this License” refer to this document, OCLC’s Vendor Branded Record License, which can 

also be found at http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/oclc/forms/terms/vbrl-201703.pdf.  

1.2. “OCLC” means OCLC, Inc., a global library cooperative that provides shared technology services, original 

research, and community programs for its membership and the library community at large. 

1.3. “VBR” means a Vendor Branded Record created by OCLC, which is based on the MARC 21 bibliographic 

record format.  

1.4. “Field(s)” means any field contained in the VBR. 

1.5. “Limited Field” means Fields 035, 588, and 856 of the VBR. 

1.6. “Copyright” means all laws in all jurisdictions regulating the protection of original works of authorship; in 

particular, any law that restricts the copying of a VBR.  

1.7. To “copy” a work means making an exact copy of the work. 

1.8. To “modify” a work means to copy from or adapt all or part of any work in a fashion requiring copyright 

permission, other than the making of an exact copy. The resulting work is called a “modified version” of the 

earlier work, a work “based on” the earlier work, or a “derivative work.” 

1.9. “Modified VBR” means a VBR that has been modified as described in Section 1.8. 

1.10. To “convey” a work means to transfer a VBR or Modified VBR, or to give a copy of a VBR or Modified VBR, 

to another party. 

1.11. “Licensee” means a person or entity who is subject to this license with respect to one or more VBRs or 

Modified VBRs.  

1.12. “Recipient” means a person or entity to whom OCLC or a Licensee has conveyed one or more VBRs or 

Modified VBRs. 

 

2. Copyright. 

2.1. All VBRs created by OCLC pursuant to its VBR Service are © OCLC, Inc., under the laws of the United 

States, at the time they are first created. No VBR may be used in a manner contrary to the terms of this License. 

 

3. License 

3.1. Grant. This License explicitly affirms a Licensee’s unlimited right to copy, modify, convey, edit, and use 

VBRs, subject exclusively to the limitations described in Section 5.1. This License, however, shall under no 

circumstances be interpreted to dispossess OCLC of its copyright in a VBR, or as an assignment of the 

copyright in a VBR to the public domain, or as an abandonment of the copyright.   

3.2. Term, Revocability. All rights granted under this License are granted in perpetuity, and are irrevocable by 

OCLC, provided the conditions of Section 5.1 are not violated. 

3.3. Right to Copy. A Licensee may make, for personal or internal use, as many digital or printed copies of a VBR 

as it desires.  

3.4. Right to Modify. A Licensee may modify any and all Fields of a VBR (creating a Modified VBR), with the 

exception of Limited Fields. A Licensee’s rights with respect to Limited Fields is further described in Section 

5.1. 

3.5. Right to Convey VBRs. Licensee may convey exact copies of VBRs to any Recipient, in any medium, 

provided the conditions of Section 5.1 have not been violated.  

3.6. Right to Convey Modified VBRs. Licensee may convey Modified VBRs to any Recipient, in any medium, 

provided the conditions of Section 5.1 have not been violated.  

 

4. Acceptance of License, Automatic Licensing of Downstream Recipients. 
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4.1. Acceptance. The use, copying, modification, or conveyance of any VBR or Modified VRB subject to this 

License by a Recipient constitutes acceptance of this License. Such a Recipient becomes a Licensee under this 

License. A Recipient that does not desire to be bound by this License may not make any use, copy, 

modification, or conveyance of the VBR or Modified VBR. 

4.2. Downstream Licensing and Enforcement. By using, copying, modifying, or conveying a VBR or Modified 

VBR, Licensee acknowledges and agrees that any VBR or Modified VBR it conveys is subject solely to this 

License. Licensee further acknowledges and agrees that any Modified VBR created by Licensee is subject 

solely to this License. Licensee may not modify or alter any provision of this License. No Licensee is 

responsible to enforce a third party’s compliance with this License.  

 

5. Restrictions. 

5.1 Limited Fields. A Licensee may add additional new MARC fields with the same tag as a Limited Field. Further, 

a Licensee may modify the fields with the same tag as a Limited Field which were added by that Licensee.  

However, no Licensee may modify, alter, or remove, in any manner, the Limited Fields that are not the original 

contribution of the Licensee. 

 

6. Termination.  

6.1. This License can only be terminated by a Licensee’s violation of any restriction contained in Section 5.1, and 

any violation of Section 5.1 automatically terminates the Licensee’s rights under this License. No rights are 

granted under this License to any Recipient of a Modified VBR that has been modified inconsistent with 

Section 5.1, and any such purported conveyance is void.  

 

7. Disclaimer of Warranty.  

7.1. THERE IS NO WARRANTY FOR ANY VBR, TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW. 

EXCEPT WHEN OTHERWISE STATED IN WRITING THE COPYRIGHT HOLDERS AND/OR OTHER 

PARTIES PROVIDE A VBR “AS IS,” WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESSED 

OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF 

MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. LICENSEE ACCEPTS THE 

ENTIRE RISK AS TO THE QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE OF A VBR. LICENSEE ASSUMES THE 

COST OF ANY NECESSARY CORRECTION SHOULD A VBR PROVE TO BE DEFECTIVE. 

 

8. Limitation of Liability.  

8.1. IN NO EVENT UNLESS REQUIRED BY APPLICABLE LAW OR AGREED TO IN WRITING WILL ANY 

COPYRIGHT HOLDER, OR ANY OTHER PARTY WHO MODIFIES AND/OR CONVEYS THE VBR OR 

A MODIFIED VBR AS PERMITTED ABOVE, BE LIABLE FOR DAMAGES, INCLUDING ANY 

GENERAL, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING OUT OF THE USE 

OR INABILITY TO USE THE VBR OR MODIFIED VBR (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO LOSS 

OF DATA OR DATA BEING RENDERED INACCURATE), EVEN IF SUCH HOLDER OR OTHER 

PARTY HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. 

 

9. Interpretation of Sections 7 and 8.  

9.1. If the disclaimer of warranty and limitation of liability provided above cannot be given local legal effect 

according to their terms, reviewing courts shall apply local law that most closely approximates an absolute 

waiver of all civil liability in connection with the use of the VBR or Modified VBR. 


