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1. A hot topic



2. Issues

• Commercial

• Ideological

• Political



A political issue



3. Actors

• National libraries

• Other bibliographic utilities



Private actors



4. Are bibliographic records protected
by copyright?

6.1. Copyright on records?

6.2. Protection of the data base producer?

6.3. Reuse of public data



5. Overview of some suppliers
conditions

Avaibility of metadata for reuse Cost

British Library Records supplied exclusively under
licence

Cost recovery in the UK, for profit
overseas for priced service options.
Free for online access.

DNB The business model is being
changed right now. Until now the
metadata may not be relicensed or
redistributed for money.

Cost recovery for special services
that involve further manual labour

Swedish national bibliography
(Libris)

No restrictions Free

Danish national bibliography No restrictions Metadata are not priced, but
handling costs related to delivery of
records in files are.

Japan (National Diet library) Records are supplied exclusively
under license,

Cost recovery. Free for online
access.

ISSN Licence

Transfer to other libraries not
allowed

€€€€€

Worldcat

(Guidelines for the Use and Transfer
of OCLC-Derived Records. 1987)

Licence €€€

WorldCat

(WorldCat Rights and
Responsibilities for the OCLC
Cooperative. 2010)

Code of good practice for members. €€€



6. The new OCLC policy :
WorldCat Rights and Responsibilities for the 

OCLC Cooperative

In September 2009, the OCLC Board of Trustees 
convened the Record Use Policy Council to engage 
the global library community in developing the next 
generation of the WorldCat record use policy. The 
intent was to recommend to the OCLC Board a new 
policy that would be aligned with the present and 
future information landscape. The new policy would 
replace the Guidelines for Use and Transfer of OCLC 
Derived Records, developed in 1987. 



A policy created by members and 
reviewed by the community

• The 12-member Record Use Policy Council undertook a 
detailed investigation of the issues and drafted a new policy 
that was introduced for community review in April.

• More than 275 comments were gathered via e-mail, phone, 
meetings and letters, in an online forum, and by monitoring 
blogs, listservs and Twitter. Comments resulted in 
substantive additions and changes to the draft. 

• The revised policy statement was approved by the OCLC 
Board of trustees in June.

• “WorldCat Rights and Responsibilities for the OCLC 
Cooperative “became effective August 1, 2010



A different approach to the policy

• Not a legal document but a code of good practice for
members of a cooperative based on shared values, 
trust and reciprocity in understanding rights and
responsibilities

• Focus on member rights and responsibilities instead
of detailed provisions or restrictions with the general
aim to foster innovation in our ever-changing
information landscape



More on the different approach

• Focus on the value of the WorldCat database as a 
whole and its value to members in visibility of holdings, 
in support for resource sharing and other services
without the distinction between original cataloging and
WorldCat derived records, or the ownership of
individual records as the focus

• A process for collective, regular review of the policy

• Steps OCLC can take to address disputed uses by
members

• Global Council as an advisory body on how to proceed
if no earlier resolution



The policy’s intent

• To encourage the widespread use of WorldCat
bibliographic data while also supporting the 
ongoing and long-term viability and utility of 
WorldCat and WorldCat-based services

• To enable and facilitate innovation

• To maintain a balance between openness and 
boundaries



The new policy outlines OCLC 
members' rights

The new policy outlines OCLC members' rights to:
• Transfer their data to individual scholars for their personal, 

academic or scientific research or study;
• Transfer their data to library consortia and public agencies 

working on behalf of libraries;
• Transfer their data to other libraries and educational, 

cultural or scholarly institutions, whether these institutions 
are members of OCLC or non-members;

• Transfer their data to agents acting on their behalf.
• In addition, members are encouraged to refer OCLC to third 

parties to develop appropriate business arrangements and 
to refer new opportunities for working with third parties to 
OCLC.



Is WorldCat a public good?

Public good

• Freely available to all 
without restrictions

• Once available, no 
feasible way to exclude 
anyone from the good’s 
benefits

• Diminishes the incentive 
to contribute toward the 
cost of providing the good 

Membership or club good

• Shared by a community of 
stakeholders

• Defines conditions for 
access to benefits

• Manages the ongoing 
supply of the good 
through mechanisms that 
distribute the cost of 
providing the good



Maintaining a balance between 
openness and boundaries
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Thank you for your attention

Questions?


