EasyBib Library Edition sample library staff newsletter copy
The EasyBib Library Edition
 beta comes to [INSERT LIBRARY NAME]
We have subscribed to EasyBib Library Edition—the customizable library version of the popular EasyBib.com service. You may not have heard of EasyBib, but our students certainly have and use it extensively. We selected to participate because research has shown that more than 23 million students visited the EasyBib site last year and are already using the “free” version of their citation tools. And because we’ve implemented [WorldCat Local, WorldCat Local “quick start” or have visibility on WorldCat.org], all the customization features that we’ve configured already with OCLC can be quickly accessible for the EasyBib Library Edition. 
Here’s a screen shot mock up of our EasyBib Library Edition:
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[insert your own screen shot]
As you can see, we’ll have the single search box from [WorldCat Local, WorldCat Local “quick start” or WorldCat.org], that accesses all the econtent, serials, digital items and monographs in all our collections. Students will also be able to see our virtual reference chat feature as well as link to the library home page.

How it works and why

Anyone who visits EasyBib.com from a campus-IP range will automatically be re-directed to our customized site.  Students will appreciate the Library Edition over the free edition available on EasyBib.com because for several reasons, including:

· the customized Library Edition removes the advertising & instead promotes the university and the library

· providing our students with additional citation capabilities as well as the “Notebook” and “Evaluating Web sites” feature
· offering discovery of library resources and reference services right when our students might need them – as they’re doing their research.

Plus there is no learning curve with the site—many of our students were using the site in high school and have continued to use it here at [INSTITUTION NAME]. We think the site will be very valuable to the library because it helps ensure students connect their citation and research activities with library resources (both printed and human). In addition, EasyBib Library Edition may lessen the need for bibliographic instruction on citations, if the tools we’re providing are more intuitive.
Timing
Our custom EasyBib Library Edition version is currently live. Note EasyBib Library Edition is not intended to replace [INSERT CURRENTLY USING SERVICES such as RefWorks or EndNote]. We will see what students are using and then determine how we can best support them.

What you need to do
Simply visit the site and click around, and familiarize yourself with the functionality. If a student asks you about it, explain that you need to go to the library Web site first in order to get to the site from off-campus. And explain that we’d love to hear their thoughts about the service.
Learn more about the EasyBib Library Edition from the OCLC Web site. See me with any questions.
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