
           
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
            
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

The FRANCIS database is recognized for its international scholarly coverage of wide-ranging 
topics in the humanities and social sciences. Its millions of authoritative bibliographic citations 
are a boon to modern interdisciplinary research, teaching and scholarship. Produced by the 
highly regarded Institut de l’Information Scientifique et Technique du Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique, FRANCIS indexes multilingual information published in over 4,300 
journals and provides abstracts for 80 percent of its 2 million records. 
 
 

The key to global information in the humanities and social sciences 

The FRANCIS Database 
 

Key features 

An easy-to-use interface: The OCLC® FirstSearch® 
interface accommodates searchers of all skill levels—
basic, advanced and expert. The interface is available 
in many languages (English, French, Spanish, Japanese, 
Korean, and traditional and simplified Chinese), and it 
displays the accents and diacritics in non-English 
records.  

Powerful search capabilities: Use field-specific 
indexing for word and exact-phrase searching, and 
browse all of the database indexes. Users can also limit 
their searches by year and other standard search 
limits. 

Links to library holdings in WorldCat: FRANCIS users 
need to know where to find the resources their 
searching uncovers, and the OCLC WorldCat® database 
helps them do that in several ways. They can view a 
list of libraries (or library groups) in your region or 
state that own specific items. They can view or search 
your library’s OPAC to access local holdings 
information. And they can view detailed holdings 
information in the OCLC Local Holdings Maintenance 
service. 
 
Links to full-text content: FRANCIS provides links to 
Electronic Collections Online™, Wilson Select Plus and 
other FirstSearch full-text databases when access has 
been purchased and enabled. Library staff may also 
enable linking from FirstSearch citations to other full-
text resources when they enable linking to a local 
OpenURL server. 
 

  
Key advantages 

Outstanding depth: FRANCIS is strong in religion, 
the history of art, psychology and sociology. It also 
indexes books and book chapters, and offers 
noteworthy coverage of grey literature, including 
conference papers, French dissertations, exhibition 
catalogs, legislation, teaching materials and 
reports. 
 
Extensive subject coverage: FRANCIS covers many 
subject areas, including: archaeology, art history, 
ethnology, French literature, geography, history of 
science and technology, information science, 
linguistics, management, philosophy, prehistory, 
psychology, religion, sociology and others. 
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 Ordering and more information 

To order an annual subscription to the FRANCIS 
Database and for more information, contact your 
OCLC regional service provider or OCLC Library 
Services representative at 1-800-848-5878 or 
libservices@oclc.org. Learn more: 

www.oclc.org/firstsearch/content/. 


