
WorldCat Local 
The single search that connects people to all of your library materials 

Find it

Use it

Get it

One search 
delivers the 

world

One search 
delivers the 

world



WorldCat Local is more than the world’s largest catalogue of 
books. It’s the single search that connects people to all of your materials—
physical, electronic and digital—and to the delivery services that get them what 
they need. These include resources from 40 national catalogues and partners like 
Google Books, HathiTrust, JSTOR and OAIster®. 

One search is all it takes

With WorldCat® Local, you give your users access to a single 

search box that eliminates the need to consult separate 

resources and interfaces. They will have instant access to 

your library’s materials—digital objects, electronic materials, 

databases, e-journals, music, videos, audio, e-books, maps, 

journals, theses and print. Plus, they’ll see what’s available 

in group and consortial catalogues, as well as in all other 

WorldCat® libraries.

Connect users with the items they need

Only the most appropriate “get it” options are presented, so 

users quickly connect with the items they need. And because 

WorldCat Local integrates with your existing delivery services, 

users know immediately whether an item is available and how 

to get it. One click lets an authorised user view an electronic 

copy, place a hold or initiate a resource sharing request.

Provide users with the tools to evaluate

Helping your users to distinguish between materials is a vital 

function of the library. WorldCat Local is working with multiple 

partners to display content in the detailed records of items to 

help users evaluate. Forty million enrichments, including jacket 

images, descriptions, reviews and tables of contents have been 

added at no additional charge.

Give users unique insight  
into a body of work 

No other discovery tool provides the 

capability to evaluate the collective 

body of work produced by an author, 

composer, scientist or other unique 

identity. But OCLC has developed this new insight 

through WorldCat® Identities. Library users can 

gain a firm understanding of an individual’s 

intellectual contribution to a discipline or genre, 

and discover links to other relevant materials that 

can form the basis for further study. Analysis of 

data in WorldCat makes this possible.

“

Make your library more 
visible on the Web 

With WorldCat  Local, your 

library gains Web visibility 

through OCLC’s partnerships 

with leading search engines 

(Google, Yahoo!), services 

such as Google Books, 

social networking services 

like Facebook, and other 

popular sites. 

And available to 
users on the move

With the rise of wireless and 3G networks we know that 

your users could be accessing your materials from anywhere, 

and now using a variety of mobile devices. WorldCat Local 

provides mobile views for use on iOS and Android platforms 

free-of-charge, with other mobile devices to follow.



‘View Now’ link streamlines access  
WorldCat Local offers a ‘View Now’ link in search results. When you 
click the link, it opens a box with a ‘View full text’ link that takes 
you directly to open-access content and electronic articles that are 
available for the resource selected from the search results.

A closer look:

•	 Books: 206 million
•	 Digital content: 25 million items
•	 E-books: 12 million
•	 Databases: 1,642
•	 Articles: 630 million
•	 Serials: 10 million
•	 IR content: 16 million items
•	 Evaluative content: 44 million items

*As of January 2012. See www.oclc.org/worldcatlocal for updates.

What’s inside a  
WorldCat Local subscription?

WorldCat Local includes access to a wide 
variety of electronic, licensed, physical 
and locally digitised materials. It’s the 	
best way to get more than 892 million 
items* from the world’s libraries in front 	
of your users.

Find materials quickly and easily

With WorldCat Local, simplicity doesn’t stop 
with the search. Your users are presented with 
only the most appropriate options to quickly 
connect them with what they need. 

Users also have direct access to electronic 
resources from search results, due to 
integration with the WorldCat knowledge base. 
A ‘View Now’ link on brief records connects 
users directly to the electronic articles and 
open-access content that their searches 
retrieve.  

And because WorldCat Local integrates with 
your current services and live circulation data, 
users know immediately if (and where) an 
item is available. 

One click lets users view an electronic copy or 
place a hold or resource sharing request. They 
can identify the branch or department location 
of the items they want, and they don’t need 
to check multiple Web pages for electronic 
resources, group/consortial catalogues and 
interlibrary loan options.

Connect users on the Web

Because WorldCat Local offers the same 
feature set as WorldCat.org—a site built to 
reflect the same experience as other popular 
Web sites—your users will instantly feel at 
home with the look and feel of the interface. 
We include relevancy ranking of search 
results, results sets that bring multiple 
versions of a work together under one 
record, faceted browsing capability, citation 
formatting options and cover art.

In addition, a wide array of social networking 
tools let users share opinions and expertise 
with online peers. They can create lists of 
favourite topics (excellent for study groups 
and class requirements), write reviews, 
make recommendations and create personal 
profiles, just as they do on other popular 
social networking sites like Facebook and 
Twitter.



Benefits
Access to nearly 900 million items from 
hundreds of authoritative content sources, 
including more than 630 million article-
level records (depending on your library’s 
subscriptions)

Increased use of your library’s resources via a 
single interface that reaches more than 1,600 
databases or collections of bibliographic 
records

More than 44 million pieces of evaluative 
content, including tables of contents, 
summaries, cover art, album covers, songs 
and notes included at no additional charge

No local hardware or software to maintain

Frequent updates and enhancements based 
on extensive user testing

Integrates with your current ILS, 
authentication and delivery services

Increases Web visibility for your library 
through partnerships with leading search 
engines, social networking services and other 
popular sites

Features
Search results include multiple formats of 
materials, including electronic materials, 
digital items, databases, music, video, maps, 
journals, theses and print

One-click access to full-text resources in brief 
and full detailed results

Users see where items are located in their 
search results, allowing them to quickly link 
to online resources, place holds or request 
items, and borrow materials from other 
libraries

A locally branded search box that can be 
placed on any Web page

Branch-level holdings displayed when Local 
Holdings Records (LHRs) are present

Social networking tools that allow users to 
create and share lists, write reviews, rate 
items and more

Faceted browsing by author, format, year, 
audience, topic and more

Six interface languages: Chinese, Dutch, 
English, French, German and Spanish

Detailed usage statistics through a hosted 
tracking/metrics tool

Browser-based, mobile-specific version 
for iOS and Android included; planned 
enhancements include a full-featured, 
customisable mobile portal and institution-
specific downloadable app
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OCLC helps libraries in more than 100 countries.  
Please contact us to learn more about OCLC in your part of the world.

Asia Pacific
T +1-614-764-6341 
F +1-614-764-4331
E  AsiaPacific@oclc.org

Australia
T 1300 260 795 (Local call within Australia)  
      +61-(0)3- 9929 0800 
F +61-(0)3- 9929 0801
E  australia@oclc.org

Canada
T  + 1-450-656-8955
       1-888-658-6583
F   +1-450-618-8029
E   canada@oclc.org

China
T  +86-10-8260-7931
F +86-10-8260-7539 
E  china@oclc.org

France
T  +33-(0)1-55 02 14 80 
F  +33-(0)1-47 93 50 13 
E   france@oclc.org

Germany
T +49-(0)89-613 08 300
F +49-(0)89-613 08 399
E  deutschland@oclc.org 

Latin America &  
the Caribbean
T  +1-614-764-6301 
F  +1-614-764-1026  
E america_latina@oclc.org

Mexico
T +52-55-5687-3307
F +52-55-5523-9212
E  mexico@oclc.org

Netherlands
T +31-(0)71-524 65 00
F +31-(0)71-522 31 19
E nederland@oclc.org

Switzerland
T +41-(0)61-378 80 70
F +41-(0)61-378 80 79
E  schweiz@oclc.org

United Kingdom & Ireland
T  +44-(0)121-456 46 56
F  +44-(0)121-456 46 80
E uk@oclc.org

United States
T +1-614-764-6000
 800-848-5878 
 (US + Canada only)
F +1-614-764-6096
E  usa@oclc.org

www.oclc.org

WorldCat Local 
What you need to know

OCLC supports numerous integrated 
library systems (ILS) to ensure seamless 
interoperability with your library system and 
WorldCat Local.

WorldCat Local is configurable with popular 
resource sharing services, including 
WorldCat® Resource Sharing, VDX® and  
INN-Reach from Innovative Interfaces.

WorldCat Local is most effective when your 
library’s holdings, including digital and 
e-content collections, are current in the 
WorldCat database.

OCLC®Library Services representatives will 
consult with your library to determine the 
fastest and easiest way to get your library 
ready for WorldCat Local.

Please contact your regional OCLC office at 
uk@oclc.org.

For more information 

To order WorldCat Local, please visit our 
Web site at www.oclc.org/worldcatlocal/. 

To download the WorldCat Local Planning 
Guide, please visit www.oclc.org/.

Perfect solution for library groups: WorldCat Local also offers a way forward for libraries participating in group borrowing 
arrangements. WorldCat Local can be set up to work with a grouped set of library catalogues or a union catalogue. A user can then 
be seamlessly directed to the holdings of other libraries, if a request for an item cannot be immediately satisfied by your library.


