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For the past 25 years, I’ve lived and 
worked in 10 countries all over the 
world. People often ask me what I’ve 
learned. I reply with a simple theory 
that I’ve developed over the years:

This theory also applies to libraries. 
When you consider the hundreds of 
libraries that OCLC serves through-
out Latin America and the Caribbean 
(LAC), there are significant differ-
ences—languages spoken, politics, 
economic conditions—just to name a 
few. Some of our member libraries ca-
ter to small communities, while others 
operate in some of the most densely-
populated cities in the world. 
But libraries also share many similari-
ties. Regardless of their location or 
the size of their community, libraries 

are charged with the same important 
mission: to serve their patrons to the 
best of their ability; to provide the best 
content available; and to organize that 
content in a way that reaches the end-
user as efficiently as possible. 

Despite the varying extent to which 
funding sources may be available,  
all libraries are under immense  
financial pressure. All libraries face 
fierce competition from the Internet 
and they strive to communicate their 
unique value to current and prospective 
patrons. 

OCLC is committed to creating  
solutions and services—equipping 
libraries to combat some of these 
challenges. WorldCat.org is just one 
example of how OCLC has been able 
to streamline information on a global 
scale to help people efficiently  
connect with resources provided by 
libraries. The impact we’ve had is  
evident in the exponentially-growing  
number of hits that WorldCat.org 
is producing and the increase in 
the number of clicks directly to our 
member libraries. Please note that it 
is possible to place the WorldCat.org 
search window directly into your sites 
– giving your users an instant and 
accurate method to find content out 
of WorldCat. There are thousands of 
new sites per month that are installing 
this feature on their local site and we 
encourage you to give it a try!

The race is on to provide patrons  
with tools to easily find and locate  
the resources and information that 
libraries provide. By encouraging and 
engaging more libraries to bring their 
holdings into WorldCat, libraries will  
be able to fulfill their mission even 
more successfully.

I trust you will enjoy reading this issue 
of The Boletín and encourage you to 
provide comments, questions and  
suggestions to me via e-mail.

Cheers, 

Tim Rapp
Director, OCLC LAC

Windows into the world
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OCLC Latin America and the Caribbean 
America_latina@oclc.org
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director’s note

	 When you first experi-

ence a culture other  

than your own, it is the 

differences that cause 

you to step back and take 

notice. But the more you 

immerse yourself; the 

similarities become more 

apparent and profound.

“
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Caribbean Funnel creates 
more than 100 name  
authorities using WorldCat
By Margaret Rouse-Jones

In January 2006, The Main Library at The 
University of the West Indies (UWI) at St. 

Augustine hosted a workshop presented by the Library of 
Congress (LC) to educate catalogers on the Name Authority 
Cooperative Program (NACO). Several Caribbean institutions 
have since come together to form the Caribbean Funnel, 
including the UWI libraries in Jamaica, Tobago, Barbados 
and Trinidad; the National Library and Information System of 
Trinidad and Tobago (NALIS); the College of Science, Technology 
and Applied Arts of Trinidad and Tobago (COSTAATT); and the 
University of Guyana. 

Catalogers throughout the region are now capable of  
standardizing personal and corporate name headings for 
Caribbean entities in WorldCat. The partnership with OCLC 
has also helped to provide these institutions with a stable 
infrastructure to create a regional authority file. As a result 
of this collaboration, the Caribbean Funnel has created more 
than 100 name authorities since the group’s inception. 
 

Dialogue with member delegates

Nationwide library networks 
needed now more than ever
By Daniel Mattes 

One of Mexico’s principal challenges has 
been the creation of a nationwide library 
network. Ten years ago, OCLC was virtually 

unknown in Mexican and Latin American libraries. Thanks 
to the efforts of my predecessor and former Director of the 
“Daniel Cosio Villegas” Library at El Colegio de Mexico, 
Alvaro Quijano, many librarians have become familiar with 
OCLC because his institution was one of the first in Mexico to 
use OCLC products. 

At that time, there was very little library cooperation on a 
national scale, but rather pockets of collaboration. There 
was work being done by the Red Nacional de Cooperacion  
Bibliotecaria (National Network of Library Cooperation), 
more commonly known as the Grupo Amigos (the Group of 
Friends). Several private universities with multiple campuses 
collaborated, such as Instituto Tecnologico y de Estudios 
Superiores de Monterrey, Universidad Iberoamericana,  
Universidad Anahuac and Universidad Autonoma Metropolitana 
(Autonomous Metropolitan University) to name a few. 

In addition to universities, Red Nacional de Centros de  
Información en Ciencias de Salud, RENCIS (National Network 
of Information Centers in Health Sciences) and Consejo 
Nacional para Asuntos Bibliotecarios de las Universidades 
Públicas Estatales, CONPAB (National Council for Library 
Affairs in Public Universities), have addressed some major 
library issues on a national scale. 

Sadly, these groups have historically had very little interaction, 
due to geographical, financial and ideological differences. 
Recently, the situation has improved, in part to OCLC LAC’s 
strong desire to work with local librarians to develop initiatives, 
such as the union catalog of the Southeast Mexico Library 
Consortium. Brazil, Argentina and Chile have also started  
using more OCLC products to expand existing groups  
of libraries. 

With federal budgets being allocated to library consortia and 
networks, along with the current economic climate, librarians 
throughout Latin America are now realizing that interlibrary 
cooperation is not only useful, but indispensable.  



�

WorldCat.org adds Chilean  
collections  

Patrons from around the world 
can now search the catalogs of 
Pontificia Universidad Catolica  
de Chile and Biblioteca Nacional 
de Chile (DIBAM) on WorldCat.org. 

NetLibrary offers new eBook Subject Sets in Spanish—
20% off through June 15
NetLibrary has added Spanish Translations and Spanish Literature to its growing 
list of eBook Subject Sets. All eBook Subject Sets will be sold at 20% off the regular 
price through June 15. 

The Spanish Translations  
collection includes translations of classic literature from around the world into 
Spanish. From poetry and drama to novels and short stories written, this collection 
spans from the Middle Ages to today.

The Spanish Literature  
Subject Set includes literature originally written in Spanish and features some of 
the foremost writers in the Latin world. Published from 1800 to the present, genres 
in this set include poetry, drama, novels and short stories.

Learn more about NetLibrary’s complete line of eBook Subject Sets.

XXII CBBD in Brasília, DF—July 8 - 11
The XXII CBBD (Brazilian Congress of Librarianship, Documentation and Information 
Science) will take place from July 8 - 11 in Brasília, DF. This year’s theme is “Equality 
and Diversity in the Access to Information: from the Traditional Library to the  
Digital Library.” 

This annual event has been presented by the Brazilian Federation of Librarians  
Associations, Information Scientists and Institutions (FEBAB) since 1956, in  
partnership with affiliated organizations. OCLC LAC representatives look forward  
to seeing you there. 

Register today!

WorldCat to add IBICT – BDTD Metadata Base
The Brazilian Institute of Information in Science and Technology (IBICT) and OCLC 
are expected to reach an agreement within the coming weeks that will allow OCLC 
to upload the Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (BDTD) Metadata Base 
onto WorldCat. More than 34,000 records related to dissertations and theses from 
various Brazilian institutions will be uploaded as the initial phase of this project, 
targeted to take place over the next few months. Scholars and researchers from 
around the world will have access to information contained in these catalogs, 
further enhancing WorldCat’s global reach. 

Regional News

NetLibrary welcomes new  
users in Mexico

New to NetLibrary are Instituto  
Tecnologico y de Estudios  
Superiores de Occidente  
(ITESO-UNAM) and the Facultad 
de Economia (Red Eco). 

http://extranet.netlibrary.com/titleselect/view_list.asp?list_id=55639
http://extranet.netlibrary.com/titleselect/view_list.asp?list_id=55638
http://www.febab.org.br/XXII_CBBD/xxii_cbbd.html
http://www.oclc.org/americalatina/en/ebooks/subjectsets/default.htm
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Manage your library’s profile with  
the new WorldCat Registry 

OCLC has launched the WorldCat Registry to help libraries and 
consortia manage and share data that define their organizations— 
such as institution type, location, URLs for electronic  
services, circulation statistics, and population served—
through a single, authoritative Web platform. The Registry 
also helps solve an increasingly common administrative 
burden for libraries and library groups: keeping multiple  
institutional identities up to date across different internal 
and third-party applications and through a variety of methods, 
including Web interfaces, faxed paper forms and phone calls. 

Visit the WorldCat Registry today! 

Bibliographies made simple thanks to 
new WorldCat.org citation feature

For each item record listed in WorldCat, users can now select 
from five common styles of bibliographic citations using the 
“Cite this Item” link. The styles include: APA, Chicago,  
Harvard, MLA and Turabian. The five styles appear in a  
separate pop-up window. Users can then select the preferred 
style required by their institution or reviewing body and copy 
and paste the style directly into their bibliography. 

For more information regarding special features, please visit 
WorldCat.org online.

CONTENTdm and digitizing newspapers— 
read all about it! 

CONTENTdm now provides a range of solutions for libraries 
looking to digitize their historical newspapers. From a basic 
“do-it-yourself” model, to a full-service, outsourced solution, 
OCLC will help determine the best approach, based on the 
size of the project, preferred digital file format and budget.

Regardless of which solution a library chooses, the end result 
will be the same: the ability to provide patrons with 24-7  
access to digital newspaper collections through customizable 
Web interfaces. CONTENTdm also provides end-users with a 

number of searching features including: full-text searching, 
searching across multiple digital collections of all item types 
and highlighted search words in both images and text. 

Read all about it! 

City of Dublin, Ohio, changes street 
name to honor OCLC’s founder

In honor of OCLC’s founder, Frederick G. Kilgour, the City  
of Dublin, Ohio, has changed OCLC’s street name from  
Frantz Road to Kilgour Place. Please update your records  
accordingly. 

A librarian and educator, Kilgour created an international 
computer library network and database that changed the way 
people use libraries. He is widely recognized as one of the 
leading figures in 20th-century librarianship for using  
computer networks to increase access to information in 
libraries around the world. Kilgour was 92 years old when  
he died on July 31, 2006.

Listen to a recorded webcast: A celebration of the life of 
Frederick G. Kilgour presented by the Board of Trustees of 
OCLC Online Computer Library Center (in English).

CAMIO moves to CONTENTdm platform

The OCLC Catalog of Art Museum Images Online (CAMIO) is 
even more user-friendly now, thanks to a recent shift of its 
content to the CONTENTdm platform. Formerly an RLG service, 
CAMIO is a subscription-based resource that provides images 
of art and artifacts from around the world. Contributed and 
described by leading museums, approximately 90,000  
images of masterpieces spanning 3000 BC to the present  
are available for education, research and enjoyment. 

Learn more: www.oclc.org/camio/

Connexion Client Version 1.70, enhance-
ments and tutorial now available

Connexion Client Version 1.70 is now available for members 
to download. Connexion Client Version 1.60 will be discontinued 
as of April 15. 

New enhancements and capabilities featured in Connexion 
Client Version 1.70 include:

•	 Authority history for LC Names and Subjects

OCLC NEWS

http://worldcat.org/registry/institutions
http://www.oclc.org/americalatina/en/worldcat/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/services/brochures/12436contentdm_sellsheet.pdf
http://digitalarchive.oclc.org/da/ViewObject.jsp?objid=0000057113&reqid=14344
http://www.oclc.org/camio/
http://psw.oclc.org/software.htm
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•	 Extract metadata for MP3 files

•	 Change in bibliographic format for metadata extracted 	 	
	 from files in .htm or .html format

•	 Standardized notes and 007 field automatically supplied 		
	 for records created via metadata extraction

•	 Guided entry for fields 541 and 583 for archival materials

•	 Toolbar and menu changes

•	 Expanded OCLC Number/Field 035

•	 Find a library link in WorldCat.org

•	 Holdings by OCLC Number batch reports are stored for 	 	
	 future reference

•	 Convert to MARC-8 CJK feature

•	 Transliterate Persian

•	 Import RLIN21 text macros

•	 Problem resolutions

Tutorials for Connexion Client are now available in Spanish. 

Read more about Connexion Client Version 1.70.  

NetLibrary News—New interface and  
purchase options for eAudiobooks

NetLibrary has changed its user interface for improved 	
functionality. NetLibrary has also developed new purchase 
options for eAudiobooks that allow librarians to purchase 
individual titles, similar to eBooks. Titles may be individually 
purchased from leading publishers such as Random House 
and Blackstone Audio. Librarians still have the option to 
purchase complete collections, at their discretion. 

To learn more about titles available for individual purchase, 
visit our Web site.

WorldCat Collection Analysis—save 
$500 USD on your new subscription

Subscribe to the WorldCat Collection Analysis service and 
make the most of your library’s acquisitions budget. This 
unique analytical tool provides the data needed to 	
understand your library’s subject matter strengths, gaps 	
and overlaps. It also allows you to compare your collection 	
to other library collections on WorldCat.

Buy a 12-month WorldCat Collection Analysis subscription 
and we will waive the $500 USD setup fee. Eligibility is 	
limited. This offer is only available to new individual 	
Collection Analysis subscribers and expires June 27.

This offer is not valid for group subscriptions. An individual 
subscription applies to a single library symbol. Institutions 
with multiple library symbols need to purchase a subscription 
for each library symbol.

Visit our Web site to order your subscription to WorldCat 	
Collection Analysis.

Ten databases coming to OCLC  
FirstSearch soon

Ten new databases will be added to the OCLC FirstSearch 
service soon. These databases include:

•	 Anthropology Index  
•	 Anthropology Literature  
•	 Anthropology Plus 
•	 Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals
•	 Bibliography of the History of Art
•	 Chicano Database
•	 FRANCIS: International Humanities and Social Sciences
•	 History of Science, Technology, and Medicine 
•	 Index to 19th Century American Art Periodicals
•	 Russian Academy of Sciences Bibliographies  

These databases are currently available for purchase on an 
annual subscription basis.

For more information, visit http://www.oclc.org/services/ 
reference/rlg/default.htm.

http://www.oclc.org/americalatina/es/support/training/connexion/client/tutorial/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/connexion/interface/client/enhancements/recent.htm
https://www.oclc.org/audiobooks/purchase/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/info/feewaiver/
http://www.oclc.org/info/feewaiver/
http://www.oclc.org/info/feewaiver/
http://www.oclc.org/services/reference/rlg/default.htm
http://www.oclc.org/services/reference/rlg/default.htm

