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National Online Public Library Catalogue 

A new way of using public libraries… 
 
 
OCLC® and The Combined Regions (TCR) are currently developing the UK’s  
first online public library catalogue. Very soon, users will be able to conduct a  
simple Web search of holdings from over 80 percent of the UK’s public libraries.  
Due for launch in late 2011, the initiative seeks to make public library holdings far more 
discoverable and accessible, improving awareness and driving significantly increased  
traffic back to local libraries. 
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Increasing visits to your library 
 
Initially based on holdings indexed in 
WorldCat®, the world’s largest database of 
bibliographic information, the catalogue 
provides a view of holdings contributed by the 
149 local authorities that currently subscribe to 
UnityUK, the UK’s only nationwide network for 
resource sharing service.     
 
The catalogue demonstrates the combined 
value of public libraries by making this data 
discoverable on the open Web. Indexing 
WorldCat information through search engines 
such as Google and Yahoo! increases visibility 
and ultimately usage via direct links to the 
individual catalogues of the participating 
libraries.

The catalogue provides: 
 
• A simple Web interface allowing users to 

search across 9 million records and 50 
million holdings from the UK’s public 
libraries 

• Links to your library’s website, combined 
with ‘closest copy’ information, means 
greater access for your collections 

• The option to include a compact search box 
on your website, so your users can find 
additional, verified information beyond the 
scope of your collection 

• Increased relevancy and user engagement 
though enriched record data, clear item 
summaries, cover art, social tools and 
reviews. 
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Making your library truly public 
 
Public access to the catalogue will be available 
at anytime via a dedicated home page. This 
‘portal’ will act as a gateway for users, providing 
a comprehensive view of public library holdings, 
and also connecting them with a range of 
relevant content and services, including:  
 
• Access to Enquire  – the national, real time, 

24/7 digital reference service provided 
collaboratively by librarians.  

• The Reading Agency’s various national 
initiatives such as the Summer Reading 
Challenge, which is run in 95 percent of UK 
public libraries. With 750,000 children ages 
4–11 taking part, the Summer Reading 
Challenge is the biggest national reading 
initiative run in libraries. 

Be a part of it 
 
Inclusion in the national catalogue is based on a 
full UnityUK subscription (for public libraries) or 
a WorldCat.org™ subscription (all other library 
types), and requires the regular submission of 
catalogue data via a MARC21 export. 
 
To find out more about this exciting initiative, 
including how to get involved, please e-mail 
elisabeth.robinson@oclc.org.  
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